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BY Brian rank 
staff writer
After nearly three years of 
preparation, the largest National 
Conference on Undergraduate 
Research took over Ithaca College 
last week. Though parking and 
getting around 
town presented 
a challenge to 
students at the 
college and 
NCUR partici-
pants, the event 






across the nation crowded onto 
campus last week as the college 
prepared to promote itself, and lo-
cal businesses readied to end the 
winter sales slump.
NCUR annually provides a fo-
rum for undergraduates to present 
their research through oral presen-
tations, dance performances, art 
exhibitions and posters.
Carol Henderson, chair of the 
college’s executive committee on 
NCUR and associate provost for 
academic policy and administra-
tion, said the conference proceeded 
better than expected. 
“There are a few hiccups here 
and there, but I’ve been to a lot of 
large conferences in my profession-
al life, and I’ve never seen one just 
move as smoothly or be as friendly 
as this one,” she said.
Henderson said 2,886 people 
preregistered for the conference, 
213 of which were from the college. 
Henderson said sustainabil-
ity was central to the college’s ap-
proach to hosting NCUR and the 
college had a goal of putting on 
the most environmentally friendly 
conference yet. She said the col-
lege used recyclable paper for the 
printed schedules and chose to 
provide all participants with reus-
able ChicoBags instead of plastic 
ones given at past conferences.
“The ChicoBags that we were 
using were both less expensive and 
more environmentally sound,” she 
said. “So sometimes, less is more.”
Marian Brown, NCUR execu-
tive board member and special 
assistant to the provost, said the 
college also created a mobile ver-
sion of the conference website 
containing the NCUR schedule 
and updates accessible via a smart 
phone — a first at NCUR.
The college restricted parking 
lots closest to the academic build-
ings to NCUR participants, leaving 
students and faculty to park farther 
away and take a shuttle. Some stu-
dents at the college who had cars 
BY nicole ogrYsko 
staff writer
Students, faculty members and staff at Ithaca 
College will discover an easier walk to campus 
next school year. 
As part of the Athletics and Events Center 
plan, new pedestrian walkways, lights and bike 
paths will be installed at the intersection of Cod-
dington Road and Hudson Street. The sidewalks 
will run behind several houses along Coddington 
and connect to the entrance of the college near 
Emerson Hall. 
Richard Couture, associate vice president for 
the Office of Facilities, said he expects the side-
walk installation to begin in mid-May, and the 
entire A&E Center and sidewalk plan is set for 
completion by Aug. 4. 
Carl Sgrecci, vice president of finance and 
administration, said the pathway installation is 
completely funded by the college as a part of the 
A&E Center building project, which is budgeted 
to cost $65.5 million total. He said the college saw 
the building of the A&E Center as an opportunity 
to install new sidewalks. 
“We’ve always wanted to see if there’s a way 
to provide a reasonable path for our students 
and other members of the campus community 
to be able to get from the campus proper to the 
network of city sidewalks,” he said. 
Couture said the lack of sidewalks along 
Coddington Road has always been a safety con-
cern for the college.
“Our hope is, instead of students walking 
along the street, they’ll take this path and head 
up toward basically Emerson Hall,” Couture said. 
In addition to the sidewalks near Coddington 
Road, the college wants to install sidewalks along 
96B leading to the front entrance of campus. 
Anthony Hopson, assistant vice president for 
community and government relations, said the 
Student Government Association, administrative 
staff at the college, as well as members from the 
county, city and state, brought a proposal to the 
New York State Department of Transportation 




BroWn said the 
college hosted the 
largest NCUr with 
positive feedback.









a walk in pRogRess the sidewalk will start at the intersection of Coddington road and Hudson street and lead to emerson Hall and the Garden apartments.
source: Ithaca college offIce of facIlItIes















Then there were three
BY Patrick DuPreY 
staff writer
The secret is finally out. 
This week, the Ithaca College 
Mascot Selection Task Force 
announced the three final-
ists in the college’s search for 
the next Bomber. The final-
ists include a phoenix, flying 
squirrel and lake beast.
The college announced a 
search for a new mascot on 
Nov. 19 to correspond with its 
branding initiative. Between 
Nov. 30 and Jan. 12, the task 
force accepted suggestions 
from students, faculty, staff 
and alumni. Later in January, 
the task force selected three 
finalists from more than 250 
submissions, and it has since 
been working with Rick-
abaugh Graphics, an outside 
rendering firm, to develop 
working visual representa-
tions of the finalists.
Dave Wohlhueter ’60, a 
task force co-chair, said the 
group spent hours looking at 
submissions, and the final-
ists were chosen because they 
met certain criteria.
“We were looking for 
something that would engage 
our school spirit, something 
that would be timeless, some-
thing that would translate into 
a costume and something that 
would be positive for the col-
lege,” he said.
The first finalist to be an-
nounced was the phoenix, a 
mythical bird that references 
the City of Ithaca’s Greek ori-
gins, Wohlhueter said. Ithaca 
was named after the Greek is-
land of Ithaki in 1804, accord-
ing to the city’s website. 
Mike Tannenbaum ‘09, a 
former football player and 
one of three individuals to 
separately submit the idea, 
said the phoenix represents 
the spirit and resolve of the 
campus community.
“It’s strong, [and] it’s resil-
ient,” Tannenbaum said. “It’s 
going to be an image that in-
spires people, very much like 
Ithaca College students.”  
 The flying squirrel, which 
was announced Tuesday, also 
possesses local roots. Though 
they are hard to spot, two 
separate species of the squirrel 
See MasCOT, page 4
ithaca college seeks feedback on three mascot finalists
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Shutdown looms over Congress
Talks appear to be intensifying on Capitol 
Hill on reaching a deal on long-overdue legis-
lation to finance the government through the 
end of September — and avoid a government 
shutdown. Whether a shutdown can be avoid-
ed in three days’ time is another matter.
A White House meeting Tuesday that 
included President Barack Obama, House 
Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, and Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., failed to 
produce the hoped-for breakthrough, howev-
er, with a stopgap government funding bill set 
to expire Friday at midnight.
Obama ratcheted up the pressure afterward, 
sounding exasperated with Republicans for 
not warming to a White House proposal that 
matched, more or less, an earlier GOP frame-
work proposed in February. In it, Democrats 
propose cuts netting $73 billion in savings below 
Obama’s original requests — or $33 billion below 
current spending levels.
Japan works to stop nuclear leak
Workers stopped a highly radioactive leak 
into the Pacific off Japan’s flooded nuclear 
complex yesterday, but with the plant far from 
stabilized, engineers prepared an injection of 
nitrogen to deter any new hydrogen explosions.
Nitrogen can prevent highly combustible 
hydrogen from exploding — as it did three 
times at the compound in the early days of the 
crisis, set in motion March 11 when cooling 
systems were crippled by Japan’s 9.0-magni-
tude earthquake and tsunami.
Nuclear officials said there was no immediate 
threat of more explosions, but the nitrogen plans 
were an indication of the serious remaining chal-
lenges in stabilizing reactors at the Fukushima 
Dai-ichi plant and halting the coastal radiation 
leaks that have cast a shadow on northeastern 
Japanese fisheries.
Nitrogen normally is present inside the 
containment that surrounds the reactor core. 
Election speaks to union unrest
  Wisconsin’s fight over union rights came to 
a head at the polls as voters split almost evenly 
over whether to reelect a conservative-leaning 
justice or give his little-known opponent his seat 
on the state Supreme Court.
 The race between Justice David Prosser and 
challenger JoAnne Kloppenburg was too close to 
call early yesterday morning. With 99 percent of 
precincts reporting, Prosser led Kloppenburg by 
fewer than 600 votes. Final official results could 
vary, and a recount appeared likely.
 The race reflected the divide in the state 
over Republican Gov. Scott Walker’s collec-
tive bargaining law, which would strip public 
workers of nearly all their union rights. The is-
sue, which could ultimately be decided by the 
state Supreme Court, propelled the relatively 
unknown Kloppenburg into prominence and 
heightened voter interest in the election.
 Kloppenburg, an assistant state attorney 
general, began her campaign with almost no 
name recognition and faced long odds against 
Prosser. The 12-year Supreme Court veteran 
emerged from a nonpartisan February primary 
with 55 percent of the vote, while Kloppenburg 
finished second out of four candidates with 
just 28 percent.
 But opponents of the collective bargain-
ing law redefined the Supreme Court race as 
a referendum on Walker and all Republicans, 
working to leverage the anger over the measure 
against Prosser, a former GOP legislator. They 
branded him a Walker clone and held Prosser 
up as the best hope for stopping the measure.
Ivory Coast leader takes shelter  
 Heavy arms fire rang out yesterday near the 
home of the Ivory Coast strongman, Laurent 
Gbagbo, who remained holed up in a subterra-
nean bunker, as forces backing his rival assaulted 
the residence to try to force him out, diplomats 
and witnesses said.
 Gbagbo had appeared to be on the point of 
surrender Tuesday, sending an emissary to meet 
with foreign ambassadors in order to negotiate 
the terms of his resignation. 
 Gbagbo refused to accept defeat to Ouattara 
in last year’s election and took his country to the 
precipice of civil war in his bid to preserve power. 
His security forces are accused of using cannons, 
mortars and machine guns to mow down op-
ponents in the four months since Ouattara was 
declared winner of the contested vote.
 In Europe, Gbagbo’s spokesman attempted 
to spin the attack on the residence by Ouattara’s 
forces as a foreign intervention. He claimed it 
was the French that were storming the home of 
the former leader, a claim the French military 
vigorously denied.
 United Nations attack helicopters helped by 
French troops bombarded the ruler’s arsenal 
late Monday, acting on a Security Council reso-
lution authorizing them to take out his heavy 
weapons because they had been used against 
the population. 
Libyan rebels face Gadhafi’s force
The Libyan rebels’ battlefield tactics have 
come a long way since their chaotic, amateur 
performance just weeks before when their un-
trained fighters madly charged ahead and then 
fled just as wildly in the face of bombardment.
On a recent day on the front lines, a 
truck-born battery of rockets unleashed a 
whooshing volley of Grads on government forc-
es, then advanced several hundred yards ahead 
to avoid counter-strikes before firing again. 
But despite being more organized, as well as 
reinforced with captured heavy weapons and 
backed by some of the world’s finest air forces, 
the rebels are a long way from overpowering 
Moammar Gadhafi’s forces, much less marching 
on the capital, Tripoli.
The core of the rebel force is about 1,000 
military troops who defected to the opposition 
backed now by hundreds of civilian volunteers 
who underwent at least some quick training in 
the past weeks. Alongside them are thousands of 
other untrained volunteers, most of whom are of 
little use in a real fight.
They face a government force at the front 
lines that is believed to be somewhat smaller. 
But Gadhafi’s troops are better trained and 
remain better equipped, even after interna-





From left, U.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gates, Adel Al-Jubair, Saudi Arabia’s ambassador to 
the U.S., and King Abdullah meet at Riyadh Palace to discuss the growing tension in the Arab 
world, unrest in Iran and how the country can strengthen its defense against Iranian missiles. 
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Audio Slideshow
See students unite with 
community members 
to rally for a living wage 
for Sodexo employees.
Audio Slideshow
Check out this week’s 
1-on-1 with freshman 
Jackie Branco of the 
softball team. 
Video
Drill into the fracking 
controversy in the 
final installment in a 




Last Week, The Ithacan 
reported in “Hot or Not” that 
proceeds of Lucas Vineyards 
wine benefitted the senior 
class. Sales did not benefit the 
senior class. 
copy editors
Nicole Belott, Andrew Casler, 
Alexa d’Angelo, Adeesha 
Ekanayake, Jillian Kaplan, 
Lewis Kendall, Kristin Leffler, 
Ryan Sharpstene, Carly Sitzer, 




Family Carnival, coordinated 
by several student organiza-
tions on campus, will be held 
from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the 
Fitness Center. 
Shabbat Services will begin at 
6 p.m. in Muller Chapel.
Shabbat Dinner will begin at 
7:15 p.m. in Terrace Dining Hall.
Ithaca Today!, a program for 
students who have been of-
fered admission to the School 
of Health Sciences and Human 
Performance and the School 
of Business, will be register-
ing students from 9:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. in the North Foyer of 
Phillips Hall. 
“Revolution in the Middle 
East,” a panel sponsored by 
IC International Club, will be 
held from 12:15 to 1 p.m. in 
Klingenstein Lounge. 
An immigration workshop spon-
sored by the Asian American 
Alliance will be held from 7:30 
to 8:30 p.m. in Taughannock 
Falls meeting room. 
The Izzy Award Ceremony, 
which will honor journalist 
Robert Scheer and Jarrett 
Murphy editor of City Limits 
magazine, will begin at 7:30 
p.m. in Emerson Suites. 
11 monday
Last Laughs, sponsored by 
IC Comedy Club, will be held 
from 7 to 9 p.m. in IC Square. 
tuesday12
Evensong, a Protestant Commu-
nity worship service, will begin at 
9:30 p.m. in Muller Chapel.
IC No Pants Party, an event 
sponsored by Voices for Planned 
Parenthood, will be held from 7 
to 10 p.m. in IC Square. 
A Benefit Concert for Japan 
Relief will be held from 7 to 
11 p.m. in Emerson Suites. 
wednesday13
add your event
Drop events for “This 
Week” in the marked box in 
The Ithacan office, or e-mail 
Assistant News Editor Kelsey 
O’Connor at koconno3@ithaca.
edu by 5 p.m. Monday.
Catholic Mass will be held at 
1 and 9 p.m. in Muller Chapel.
Bomber Blitz, sponsored by 
IC Physical Therapy Club, will 
be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on campus. 
10 sunday
april  7–13, 2011
Can’t get enough of 
our stories? There’s 
even more online. 
Check out our  
multimedia at  
theithacan.org.
Got a news tip?
Contact the news editor 
at tlong2@ithaca.edu 
or 274-3207.
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By elma gonzalez 
Staff Writer
The Student Government Association kicked 
off its spring electoral campaign this week to en-
courage the student body to vote for all senator 
and executive board positions.
On April 15, ballots will be available in stu-
dents’ email inboxes for 24 hours starting at noon 
Friday. Julia Dunn, SGA vice president of com-
munications, said the organization will set up 
voting booths from noon to 3 p.m. in the North 
Foyer of Campus Center that day as a reminder 
of the elections.
The two parties running for the executive 
board position are The Constructionists, led by 
junior Scott Nachlis, current SGA senate chair, 
and Untold Narrative, led by junior Elma Bor-
cilo, current SGA senator for the class of 2012. 
The Constructionists’ platform includes three 
initiatives — spirit, accountability and collabora-
tion — Nachlis said. Their goals are to build on 
school spirit, create a sense of community, col-
laborate between different schools within the 
college and become an accountable executive 
board that provides tangible results to initiatives 
they undertake, he said. 
“Not necessarily to sound cliché, but be the 
change you want to see in the world,” Nachlis said. 
“Student government is a great way to facilitate 
those changes.” 
Nachlis’ potential executive board consists 
of sophomores Rob Flaherty, vice president of 
communications; Rachel Heiss, vice president 
of campus affairs; freshman Robert Hohn, vice 
president of budget and finance; and junior Eve 
Trojanov, vice president of academics.
Nachlis said some of their ideas include 
aiming to increase the student voice at the ad-
ministrative level and looking into initiating a 
program that will sell school spirit apparel and 
donate the funds to fellow students who face 
unexpected financial hardships.
Borcilo said Untold Narrative focuses on bring-
ing unity, strength, power and voice to the students. 
Borcilo said some of their proposals include 
working with the registrar to make a more effi-
cient and easy registration process for students, 
establishing higher level language classes and cre-
ating more than one section of a class so students 
are not locked out of choices.
“We really want to stress the fact that we are 
here for the students. We represent an e-board 
that is different in backgrounds and the skills we 
bring to the table.”
Borcilo’s executive board consists of sopho-
more Nathaniel Hemingway, vice president of 
campus affairs; freshman Courtney Brown, vice 
president of communications; freshman Tariq 
Meyers, senate chair; and juniors Didi Shum, vice 
president of budget and finance; and Jonathan 
Wright, vice president of academics.
Students will also vote for rising sophomore, 
junior and senior senator positions.
Senior Kevin Fish, SGA president, said SGA 
will host a table at the IC After Dark event elec-
tion night to get underclassmen involved. He said 
the goal is to inform students about elections and 
encourage them to vote. SGA aims to double the 
18 percent voter turnout it had last semester to 36 
percent, he said. 
This semester will mark the first time SGA 
uses SurveyMonkey to distribute ballots. Last 
year, the organization used Votenet, which cost 
$10,000 each year. SurveyMonkey costs only 
$200 per semester. The problem with the previ-
ous system, Dunn said, was students with more 
credits than required for their class received a 
ballot for a different class. They have not faced 
this issue with SurveyMonkey.
On Tuesday, SGA will host Election Connec-
tion, an event where candidates will debate and 
present their platforms, at 8 p.m. in IC Square. A 
video was released Saturday that shows Fish and 
the current senate performing “Shots” by LM-
FAO featuring Lil Jon,’ changing the title to “Vote.” 
Dunn said SGA members hope it will encourage 
student participation.
As the semester ends, Fish said one of the best 
things SGA accomplished this year was offering 
bus transportation to the Cortaca football game. 
“We are definitely trying to cut down on the 
amount of drunk driving while fostering school 
spirit, and it was a senator initiative that bore that 
whole proposal,” he said. “It went over very well, and 
it is something that can be replicated in the future.”
Fish said he trusts the next executive board 
will continue to strive for unity and school spirit 
at the college.
“Play nice, have fun and really question why you 
are doing it,” he said. “A lot of people could easily 
rush into it, but you should really sit down and say, 
‘What do I want from this, and what do I want the 
organization to be?’”
By thad komorowski 
Staff Writer
The Roy H. Park School of Com-
munications is starting the Park 
Peer Advising program this fall, 









more, junior or 
senior adviser. 
The student ad-
viser will play 
the role of a “go-
to” student for campus life.
Bryan Roberts, assistant dean 
for student services, said one of his 
first jobs as assistant dean was to fo-
cus on the problem of juniors and 
seniors not having enough credits 
to graduate on time.
Sophomore Marc Phillips said 
he brought the idea to the table 
when he applied to be a dean’s host 
earlier this year.
Phillips said advising will be 
done on a volunteer basis.
“We feel there’s going to be 
enough people who want to volun-
teer because they have good hearts,” 
he said. “In the first hour we sent 
out the notice announcing the pro-
gram, I got 10 emails from people 
seeking a peer adviser position.”
Diane Gayeski, dean of the 
School of Communications, said 
peer advising programs are not the 
norm at the college because of the 
role faculty advisers play. 
“Having as many different 
sources of advice for students 
as possible is always beneficial,” 
Gayeski said. “There are certain 
kinds of questions that students 
feel more at ease asking a peer and 
can be answered at that level. This 
doesn’t diminish the role of any fac-
ulty adviser, it just provides another 
point of access for students.”
The duties of a peer adviser, 
Roberts said, will be monthly 
appointments with advisees and 
regular meetings with fellow 
peer advisers and himself. He 
hopes the program will also fos-
ter passion and enthusiasm for 
the Park School. 
Catrina Decker, head of the peer 
advising program in the School 
of Business, said its long-standing 
mentoring program has been suc-
cessful in helping first-year students 
transition academically and socially.
“Our peer advisers will usually 
go into one of the World of Business 
classes to meet with their advisees 
and show them how to build a bet-
ter résumé and register for classes 
properly because they obviously 
didn’t get a lot of experience with 
that beforehand,” Decker said.
Sophomore Brooke Appel-
baum, a television-radio major, said 
she would have been interested in a 
mentoring program freshman year, 
given the difficulties she had adjust-
ing to college life.
“As great as faculty advisers 
are, they have so many students to 
deal with on their own, and every 
single circumstance is different,” 
she said. “With peer advising, it’s 
just another person for the under-
classmen to look up to, someone 
to help with their trouble and an-
other level of comfort.”
Two parties face off for SGA election Park to start student-run 
mentoring
By hayleigh gowans 
Staff Writer
The Finger Lakes Environmental 
Film Festival is resuming its sixth 
year at Ithaca College from Sunday 
to April 17.
FLEFF is an internationally 
known annual film festival that 
launched in 1997 and was sponsored 
by the college and Cornell Universi-
ty. Events this year will take place on 
campus, at Cornell and Cinemapolis 
and include film screenings, musical 
performances, art shows and pre-
sentations from activists, journal-
ists, scholars and filmmakers. These 
events are sponsored by a grant from 
the Park Foundation.
FLEFF’s mission is to link the com-
munity to the world and provide a 
forum for discussion about global en-
vironmental issues and sustainability.
Last year, there was not much 
physical presence of the festival on 
campus because both co-directors, 
Patricia Zimmerman, professor of 
cinema, photography and media arts 
at the college, and Tom Shevoroy, 
professor of politics, were on sabbati-
cal, and the festival was mainly virtual. 
FLEFF will kick off with an Open-
ing Gala featuring “UNCORKED!,” a 
series of webisodes about the Finger 
Lakes wine country, at 7 p.m. Sunday 
at Cinemapolis.
Shevory said FLEFF strives to of-
fer new components each year.
“One thing that’s new is that 
we have a lot more filmmakers and 
people involved with the film indus-
try,” Shevory said.
Shevory said he recommends 
that students attend the “Rite of 
Spring” event at 8:15 Monday in the 
Hockett Recital Hall. 
All events on campus are free. 
Several media activists will visit the 
college, including Laura Deutch, 
new media artist and activist, and 
Tom Swarthout, commercial fea-
ture film and television editor. 
Freshman Lexus Lomison, a stu-
dent intern, said she went into the 
internship program expecting a fes-
tival experience, but said FLEFF is 
more than just a film festival. 
“I thought it was going to just be 
a film festival, but it turned out to be 
so much more,” she said. 
Zimmermann said about 50 
faculty members are involved with 
developing the next festival a full 
year before it is presented. They 
all help research, design, promote 
and put on the festival. 
Zimmermann said the festival 
grows every year and becomes more 
involved in bringing world issues and 
subjects to Ithaca. This year there will 
be 62 screenings in Cinemapolis and 
more than 80 events planned.
“We are an embodied festival — 
we have people rolling films. We’re 
doing concerts,” she said. “We’re 
bringing in new media artists.”
Tanya Saunders,  executive pro-
ducer of FLEFF and assistant provost 
of international studies and special 
projects, said it is important to in-
volve the campus community in a 
conversation about the globe.
“Each year, we try to introduce 
new elements to improve our per-
formance,” Saunders said. 
Zimmermann said FLEFF strives 
to connect to other parts of the world.
“The main goal of FLEFF is to 
prompt, incubate, ignite and explode 
dialogue, discussion and debate,” 
Zimmermann said. “We’re designed 
to feel more like an edgy international 
think tank. There are such fantastic 
things we’ve programmed, and this is 
the best one yet.”
FLEFF festival to add 
focus on film industry
Junior Scott Nachlis (far left), who is leading The Constructionists, and junior Elma Borcilo (far right), 
who is leading Untold Narrative, stand together with their cabinets yesterday in Emerson Suites.
alEx maSoN/ThE iThaCaN
roBerts said a 
mentoring program 
has been needed 
for a while. 
fleff to-do list the finger Lakes environmental film festival  will feature films, music, art and speakers.
monday 8:15 p.m. festival Opening Night Concert: the Checkpoints 
Concert (Hockett recital Hall)
tuesday 7 p.m. Checkpoints activism Panel (friends 309)
wednesday 4 - 5:15 p.m. Media activist Laura Deutch (friends 205)
april 14 4 - 6 p.m. New Media artist Philip Mallory Jones 
(Park Studio a)
april 15 4 - 5:30 p.m. How to Get Your Break (Willliams 225)
april 16 7 p.m. Siren of the Tropics (Cinemapolis)
april 17 7 p.m. Storm over Asia (Cinemapolis)
for more festival information 
and programs, go to 
www.ithaca.edu/fleff
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have been identified at the Fall Creek Gorge.
Sybil Conrad, assistant director of the Cam-
pus Center and Events Services and one of three 
parties to submit the flying squirrel idea, said the 
animal will generate excitement on campus.
“When I came upon the idea of a flying squirrel, 
that was the one animal where the name ‘Bomber’ 
seemed to fit perfectly,” she said. 
The lake beast, which was released yesterday, 
pays homage to a Cayuga Lake legend that’s more 
than a century old. The Ithaca Journal has docu-
mented instances of local residents spotting the 
serpent-like creature, nicknamed “Old Greeny” and 
“Cayuga Katie,” with the latest sighting in 1979, ac-
cording to a 2005 article. 
Andrea McClatchie, operations and events co-
ordinator of intercollegiate athletics, said she sub-
mitted the concept, which didn’t relate to Bomber.
“Whatever you pick, it just automatically is go-
ing to have to be associated with the name,” she said. 
“I didn’t pick this to go with the Bomber name.”
Rachel Reuben, associate vice president of mar-
keting communications and one of the four task 
force co-chairs, said even though the mascot search 
corresponds with the college’s branding initiative, 
the process was always student-driven.
“The impetus behind this was really the current 
students,” she said. “Current students really wanted 
some fun here.”
The history of the name “Bombers” dates back 
to 1940. Mike Lindberg, associate director of inter-
collegiate athletics and a task force co-chair, said 
Harold Jansen, a regional sportswriter, coined the 
term in a story after the basketball team made sev-
eral long-range jump shots in a comeback win. 
Lindberg said though the college will adopt a 
new mascot, the name Bomber will not change.
“The term ‘Bomber’ is a statement of honor,” he 
said. “It’s about champions, it’s about success, it’s 
about pride [and] it’s about the sacrifices one makes 
for the greater good.” 
Several mascots have graced the sidelines in 
support of the Bombers yet failed to stick around, 
but Reuben said this search is unmatched.
“The fact that we had a unicorn, a rooster and a 
Bomber man — the pilot — none of that was ever 
college-wide, administration or student or certainly 
not athletic driven,” she said. 
Today, the task force will send out surveys to 
current and prospective students, faculty, staff and 
alumni for feedback on the three finalists and their 
draft logos, Wohlhueter said. The task force will 
review the suggestions in May and announce the 
winner in late June or early July, and the costume 
and logo will be unveiled around November.
Members of the campus community expressed 
mixed opinions on the three finalists.
Sophomore Alex Bedrosian, a member of the 
football team, said he thinks the mascot finalists do 
not jibe with the Bomber name.
“Imagine walking out on to the Cortland field 
during Cortaca, and you see the Cortland [Red] 
Dragons and the Ithaca Flying Squirrels,” he said. 
“We’ll get laughed at.”
Junior Matt Oakley said he thinks the flying 
squirrel is a creative mascot that most aptly repre-
sents the campus community.
“When I think of a squirrel, I think of a cute, 
friendly, open little rodent that just enjoys himself,” 
he said. “It kind of represents Ithaca.”
Some suggested ways to improve the finalists.
Senior Cory Jeffers created a Facebook group in 
an attempt to make the phoenix an ice phoenix, and 
within three hours, it gained more than 200 mem-
bers. Jeffers said an ice phoenix is more original and 
represents the area’s cold climate.
“While we vote for this creature, why not take it 
to another level and have that mythical creature be 
formed of ice,” he said. “That would actually present 
a mascot that depicts what our school’s about.”
Susannah Faulkner, Student Government Asso-
ciation vice president of campus life and task force 
co-chair, said the search has captivated students.
“In the past three days, I haven’t seen students 
so interested and so intrigued in something over my 
past four years here,” she said.
addressing the lack of pedestrian 
walkways along 96B at the begin-
ning of last semester.
In 2008, a car driving on 96B hit 
an Ithaca College 
student walking 
along the side of 
the street. A car 




ing the student. 
Hopson said the 
accidents on 96B 
partly prompted 
the college to in-
vestigate safer walkways.
“We’re conscious of the fact that 
we don’t want to see another ac-
cident occur, and that includes the 
state, the county and the town,” he 
said. “So ultimately, we’re looking 
for some kind of enhancements on 
that street.”
Hopson said the state is review-
ing the proposal and suggested in 
December that it start addressing 
concerns by installing signs along 
the highway indicating that driv-
ers should watch for pedestrians. 
Hopson said the process is lengthy 
because of the state’s unstable 
financial situation. 
“We need to keep the pressure 
on and remind them that this is a 
problem,” he said.
Couture said the college thought 
of student safety as its main con-
cern when planning for new side-
walks and will also install blue-light 
phones along the pathway.
“It’s obvious to anybody who 
lives or works around here, that 
tons of students walk up this sec-
tion of Coddington Road to get to 
all these apartment complexes,” 
he said. “We wanted to try to do 
something to help promote safety.” 
Jonathan Ablard, associate pro-
fessor of history, said he walks or 
bikes to campus two or three times 
a week. He said the new sidewalks 
would make his commute faster 
and safer, especially if he walks 
home at night.
“As it stands, there’s no safe way 
to walk from off campus to where 
the city sidewalks begin,” he said. 
Sgrecci said the sidewalks’ in-
stallation is part of a larger master 
plan to keep academic buildings 
and residence halls within the core 
oval of the college’s layout and 
push parking lots to the perimeter. 
He said the college tries to main-
tain a “10-minute oval,” or a central 
circle of academic buildings that 
students can safely reach during the 
time between classes. Now, he said 
the college hopes to strengthen its 
pathways for pedestrians. 
Ablard said it worries him 
when he sees students walking to 
and from campus in the middle of 
the street.
“I’ve always been concerned 
about seeing students walking up 
and down 96B at night,” he said.
Though Ablard said the new 
sidewalk plan is a step in the right 
direction, he hopes the town will 
construct clear pedestrian walk-
ways to connect the edge of campus 
to where city sidewalks begin. 
“The town has been very bad 
about doing these kind of pedes-
trian infrastructures on this side 
of the town,” he said.
said they prepared to stay parked on 
campus to preserve their spaces, but 
parking lots were mostly free during 
the conference.
Brown said the college over-pre-
pared for parking. 
Brown said if the Athletics and 
Events Center had been completed, 
with about 600 additional parking 
spaces, the college could have re-
duced the restrictions.
Junior Amanda Vitullo said after 
seeing the parking restriction notices, 
she wouldn’t have bothered coming to 
campus if she didn’t need to be there 
for class obligation.
“[The college] kind of made it feel 
like nobody should have even gone 
near campus unless they were re-
quired to be on campus,” she said. 
Since restricted lots were not full 
Thursday, the college opened C-Lot 
to the campus on Friday, even though 
it was scheduled to be restricted all 
day for vendors attending a graduate 
school fair during the conference.
Matt Riis, marketing and events 
manager for the Downtown Ithaca 
Alliance, said the group worked 
closely with the college to ensure par-
ticipants would head downtown.
“We’ve had a long winter so 
we were really excited, really glad 
that the college welcomed us to 
come up here and get involved and 
are really looking forward to the 
boost,” Riis said.
Senior Jane DeBiasse said she took 
a friend to dinner last weekend but 
had to search for a restaurant that did 
not have a long wait for a table.
“We went to three places before 
we ended up going to Kilpatrick’s 
because everything was so crowded,” 
she said.
Henderson said the college told 
professors to incorporate NCUR into 
class curricula and not cancel class. 
Some professors had students attend 
sessions, but others did not require it.
Brooke Hansen, associate pro-
fessor of anthropology, said she 
encouraged her students to go to 
sessions, but did not require it for 
credit because she thought they 
would be crowded.
“The panels I chaired were filled,” 
she said. “There were no extra seats, 
and they were filled with people who 
came to attend NCUR, so my stu-
dents could not have fit in the room.”
Prashant Gabani, a University of 
Pittsburgh at Bradford senior, said 
there could have been more direction 
around campus.
“Navigation was kind of hard,” 
Gabani said. “There’s enough signs, 
but there could be more.”
Senior Gamy Wong said he at-
tended sessions out of his own 
interest and was impressed by 
the presentations but said some 
presenters complained about not 
having sufficient time and funds to 
complete their projects. 
“A lot of people have really good 
topics, but when you don’t have 
enough time to do the research for a 
long period of time, it kind of defeats 
the purpose,” he said.
Brown said NCUR volunteers 
already asked her when the college 
would host another NCUR. She 
said there are no plans for another 
NCUR at the college, but it went so 
well that it could be a possibility.
“We are an attractive venue,” she 









the college wants 




Bomber fans show their support at the 52nd annual Cortaca Jug on Nov. 13 at SUNY-Cortland. The 
campus community will give feedback on which of three mascots they want to represent the college.
JUaN TamaYo/The IThaCaN
Conference brings some inconveniences 
NcUR 
from page 1
Black hills State University student anna hafel presents her research, 
which involves student perception of atomic structure, Friday at NCUR.
mIke Lee/The IThaCaN
Nick_Karski: Senior Nick Karski
At the very least, the selection process could 
have been much different. Give ICers chance to 
vote for a top 15 then top 5 or 3 
indispenzable: Marilyn Dispensa, instructional 
technology coordinator
Disappointed that Bobcat Bomber wasn’t cho-
sen. Cute, fierce, independent, native to NY, and 
also name of WWII plane 
y0adrienne: Senior Adrienne Hunt
seriously? flying squirrel, lake beast, or a phoe-
nix? where is the “none of the above” option? 
where are the real choices?
juliannefeller: Sophomore Julianne Feller
Why am I the only one that thinks a lake beast 
is hysterical/amazing #ICMascot Come on 
people, a squirrel or a beast?!
Word on the tWeet
Students and alumni used Twitter 
to discuss the mascot finalists.
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By Melanie Breault 
Senior Writer 
Don't ask senior Zach Tomanelli 
to choose one aspect of media that he 
loves the most, because he won't be 
able to give you an answer. 
As a journalism major with mi-
nors in history and theater, multiple 
internships, extracurricular activities 
and interests, Tomanelli has managed 
to try his hand at almost every form 
of media in his time at Ithaca College. 
With his smooth, charismat-
ic voice, which Tomanelli always 
thought was one of his better gifts, he 
got involved with VIC Radio his fresh-
man year. Now the sports director, 
Tomanelli said radio just seemed to fit.
"I really like radio as a medium, 
not that the other media aren’t with-
out value," he said. "But I really like 
radio because it’s very unique, and it's 
very versatile, and I feel like it’s sort 
of lasting." 
As sports director, Tomanelli is 
constantly creating game openings, 
scheduling games and training the 
younger broadcasters. But Tomanelli 
said he still gets his air time doing 
play-by-play, color commentary, half-
time shows and pregame shows.
Senior Nate March, who has 
worked with Tomanelli at the radio 
station since their freshman year, said 
though Tomanelli doesn’t have his 
own sign-off, he always has something 
new to bring to the airwaves. 
“It’s not that very deep, voice-over 
type voice,” he said. “It’s a little bit na-
sally, but not in the bad way where it 
gets too pitchy. It just grabs your atten-
tion. It’s a very distinguishable voice 
from other broadcasters.”
Tomanelli, a Park Scholar, has 
many interests in media aside from 
sports reporting. He gets his news fix 
writing political pieces for Buzzsaw 
Magazine. For The Ithacan, he wrote 
a column about international and do-
mestic issues. Tomanelli also satisfied 
his interest in entertainment, writing 
reviews for Imprint Magazine. 
“I try to use all the different media 
on campus to express my different 
interests and fulfill those different 
outlets,” he said.
When Tomanelli isn’t producing 
sports openings for the radio station 
or writing his Academy Award pre-
views for Imprint Magazine, he can 
be found volunteering off campus 
in Amy Eckley’s fourth grade class at 
South Hill Elementary School, help-
ing as a teacher’s assistant. Eckley said 
Tomanelli’s flexible attitude has been 
helpful to her the past four years.
“There are plenty of times when 
we’re not doing anything like what 
I planned to do, so he’s very good at 
rolling with the flow and handling 
things well,” she said. 
That flexibility comes in handy for 
Tomanelli as he manages his packed 
schedule of classes, volunteering, 
meetings and homework. He said he 
also makes time to catch up on his fa-
vorite media outlets, including those 
he has interned at such as NPR, Fair-
ness & Accuracy in Reporting and 
Democracy Now!
“One of the great things about the 
time we live in is at the end of the day, 
I can go back and visit all my favorite 
news sites or watch videos,” he said. 
“Often I’ll think to myself how much 
harder it must have been to stay in-
formed 20 to 25 years ago.”
While participating in the Los An-
geles Program last spring, Tomanelli 
worked with Renee Montagne, the 
host of Morning Edition at NPR, who 
told him something that has stayed 
with him.
“She said to me, ‘Between the four 
major media now — print media, tele-
vision, online or radio — radio is the 
only one that you can do while you’re 
in the shower or do while you’re driv-
ing,’” he said. “There’s a certain kind of 
permanence to it in our lives.”
Though the Los Angeles program 
may be geared toward cinema and 
photography and television-radio 
majors, Tomanelli said he focused on 
news reporting there. 
“I was out there for the Haiti earth-
quake, which was a lot of reporting, 
and they were basically having the 
surge in Afghanistan, so it was an in-
teresting time to be out there,” he said.
NPR was not the only place 
Tomanelli was able to cover hard-
hitting news. This summer, he 
worked three days a week at Democ-
racy Now! and two days at FAIR. Jeff 
Cohen, director of the Park Center 
for Independent Media, who was 
Tomanelli’s internship supervi-
sor for the summer, said Tomanelli 
seemed to do it all.
“I visited both sites while he 
worked there and he seemed — to 
outside eyes — to be a regular part of 
both staff teams,” Cohen said.
Ideally, Tomanelli said he would 
like to move to New York City after 
graduation and work for an indepen-
dent media organization. But he said 
when it comes to politics, sports and 
entertainment, he wants it all.  
 “I would like to go into the political 
journalism, the current affairs route," 
he said. "But, I would never want to 
give up those other passions, whether 
sports or entertainment, because it's 
all very related."
Senior makes his mark 
across all platforms
Senior Zach Tomanelli DJs for VIC in the Roy H. Park School of Communications. Of all the media outlets he has 
been involved with during his time at Ithaca College, Tomanelli said radio is his favorite because of its versatility. 
mICHelle bOulé/THe ITHaCan 
S t a n d o u t  
S e n i o r S
roy H. Park ScHool  
of communicationS
zacH tomanelli
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NBC health correspondent 
explores medicine in media
When Dr. Nancy Snyderman is not in 
the operating room at the University of 
Pennsylvania, she’s on NBC Nightly News 
discussing health issues around the country 
and the world. 
Snyderman, NBC’s chief medical editor, 
will visit Ithaca College at 7:30 p.m. today 
to discuss health care and preventative 
health measures with the campus commu-
nity. Her presentation is part of the Jessica 
Savitch Distinguished Journalism Lecture 
Series sponsored by the Roy H. Park School 
of Communications. 
Senior Writer Alexandra Palombo spoke 
with Snyderman about health care reform and 
health issues in the media. 
Alexandra Palombo: Why did you decide to 
mix medicine and journalism?
Nancy Snyderman: The medicine was easy — I 
knew I wanted to do that in third grade. Jour-
nalism was a little bit of an accident. I was doing 
a tonsillectomy at the University of Pittsburgh 
when I was a resident, and I ended up being 
on television. At the end, the producers said, 
“You’re not bad. Have you ever considered tele-
vision?” And the answer was “No.” So one thing 
led to another. 
AP: How have your two careers intersected? 
NS: I was always able to have parallel ca-
reers. I believed firmly, and still do, that you 
have more credibility as a correspondent if 
you stay a physician. So I’ve always prac-
ticed medicine and seen patients. But being 
a correspondent has made me, interestingly, 
a better doctor. I listen differently, I know 
more medicine and I think in more global 
terms. So for me, having parallel careers has 
been very advantageous.
AP: Why do you think health correspondents 
are becoming more common, particularly in the 
United States?
NS: Americans have a voracious appetite for 
health and wellness. And what started 25 
years ago when I started doing medical re-
porting was it really became the “news you 
can use” stuff. It was stuff like allergies in the 
spring and how to avoid having a heart attack 
while shoveling snow in the winter. And then 
we realized people really wanted to know what 
was coming out in journals, and they started 
listening to headlines. 
AP: What have you found to be your biggest 
challenge in crossing over from the operating 
room into becoming a medical reporter?
NS: The biggest challenge is to take sophis-
ticated material and talk plain. So whether 
you’re an MD, Ph.D., or whether you have a 
high school education, you should be able to 
see a report and walk away with something 
you didn’t know. The tendency I’ve found 
over the years, when I interview people 
with lots of initials after their names, is that 
they tend to be condescending, or they can’t 
speak English anymore. They sort of lose 
the ability to communicate. 
AP: What health issues do you think should be 
discussed more in the media?
NS: Frankly, sex. And by that, I mean sexuality 
in youngsters. Teaching kids in preschool and 
kindergarten and first grade to call body parts by 
body parts. So, “vagina” and “penis,” not all those 
words like, “down there” and “private parts.” 
Body parts like a penis and a vagina are as impor-
tant as an ear and a nose and a throat and hair. 
Because that allows kids to accept their bodies. 
And then if they get into trouble, it gives them 
the courage to say, “This is the part of my body 
that I’m having problems with.”
AP: Why do you think it’s important to speak 
with college students about health?
NS: We tend to think — and we all do this in 
our teens and 20s — that nothing is going to 
happen to you. But the reality is things happen 
all the time. The lifestyle you have now, you will 
pay for later. 
AP: Why did you choose to focus on women in 
your books?
NS: I worked very hard not to be put on what I 
called the “breast cancer and menopause circuit.” 
Because there’s a tendency if you’re a female phy-
sician or reporter, that that’s all they give you. So 
I said, “Look, I can report on prostate cancer and 
heart disease with the best of them.” And I found 
that as I did that, it was fine, but no one picked up 
on the women and children’s issues again. So I’ve 
come to re-embrace those issues. 
AP: How have health care changes affected your 
reporting and medicine?
NS: The challenge for health care reform is 
to tell the story, because people hear health 
care reform, and they sort of glaze over. And I 
can tell you even the producers at NBC News 
hear health care reform, and they glaze over. 
Nobody wants to talk about it. There are a lot 
of untruths out there. So trying to explain to 
people that the incremental health care reform 
we saw last fall — which isn’t perfect, but it’s 
a step in the right direction — means that at 
least there’s not going to be an attack on health 
care expenditures for chronic illnesses, that 
you won’t be dinged for preexisting conditions, 
that children are going to be able to be covered. 
Those are very big steps forward. 
Dr. Nancy Snyderman, chief medical editor for NBC Nightly News, reports from Haiti following 
the earthquake. Snyderman also practices medicine at the University of Pennsylvania.  
CoUrteSy of kerri zimmer
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College & City
Social activist to discuss 
issues facing homeless
Mark Horvath, an activist who 
speaks out against homelessness, 
will speak from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 




for Humanity is 
hosting Horvath’s 
discussion which 
will focus on di-
versifying the face of homelessness 
and effective social media activism.
For those interested in meeting 
Horvath personally, IC Habitat will 
be hosting a luncheon and ques-
tion and answer session from noon 
to 1 p.m. Monday in the Ithaca 
Falls Room. Food will be provided.
 To participate in the luncheon, 
email habitat@ithaca.edu. 
Royal Caribbean to cast 
for summer performers
Royal Caribbean International 
is hosting the 2011 Global Casting 
Summit at Ithaca College from today 
to Monday. There are hundreds of 
open positions for musicians, sing-
ers, dancers, entertainment techs and 
crews, and sports and youth staff.
They will hold auditions and 
interviews for these six- to eight-
month paid positions as well as hold 
performances with their cruise ship 
talent from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
7:30 to 10 p.m. in IC Square.
Registration will take place from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. today in Campus 
Center lobby and 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
tomorrow in Campus Center. All au-
ditions, casting and interviews will 
take place Saturday and Sunday.
For more information on events, 
times and opportunities, visit www.
ithaca.edu/intercom.
For more information or to ap-
ply, email castingsummit@rccl.com.
Music school to sponsor 
annual Gospel Festival
More than 250 young gos-
pel singers from high schools in 
Maryland, Florida and New York 
will come together at 8:15 p.m. 
Saturday in Ford Hall for a public 
performance at the sixth annual 
Ithaca College Gospel Invitational 
Music Festival. The concert will be 
the culmination of two days of re-
hearsal and instruction.
The festival is directed by Baruch 
Whitehead, associate professor of 
music education, and Janet Galvan, 
professor of music education. The 
event will include guest clinician 
Linda R. Hall, choral director at the 
Baltimore City College High School 
in Baltimore. The Ithaca College 
Symphony Orchestra, conducted by 
Jeffery Meyer, assistant professor of 
music performance, will collaborate 
on the concert.
The event is free and open to 
the public.
For more information, contact 
Molly O’Shea at moshea@ithaca.edu.
Sound experts to lecture 
about audio technology
A student seminar about Solid 
State Logic, manufacturer of ana-
logue and digital audio consoles, 
will be held from noon to 1 p.m. 
today in the Presser Rehearsal Hall. 
Later in the day, a second presenta-
tion will take place from 6 to 8 p.m. 
in Nabenhauer Recital Room.
SSL presenters will be Don Wer-
shba ’79, senior vice president, and 
William Maynard, product specialist. 
SSL has more than 3,000 
equipped studios and facilities in 
operation. SSL consoles are univer-
sally recognized for sonic quality, 
ergonomics, automation and an in-
ternational support infrastructure.
Touring exhibit to display 
impact of college suicide
A touring exhibit, “Send Silence 
Packing,” will stop at the college from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the Academic 
Quad. The main purpose of the ex-
hibit is to make noise about suicide 
among college students.
“Send Silence Packing” is a dis-
play of 1,100 backpacks, representing 
the number of college students who 
commit suicide each year. By display-
ing backpacks with personal stories 
of loved ones lost to suicide, “Send 
Silence Packing” carries the mes-
sage that preventing suicide is not 
just about lowering statistics, but also 
about saving the lives of daughters, 
sons, brothers, sisters and friends 
across the nation.
The college chapter of Active 
Minds is sponsoring the exhibit’s 
local stop.
For more information on the 
display, contact LeBron Rankins at 
274-3136 or lrankins@ithaca.edu.
Protestants to distribute 
soap to families in need
The Ithaca College Protestant 
Community is collecting unopened 
personal care and household items 
for the Samaritan Center as part of 
the Soap for Hope drive. 
Items may include laundry and 
dish detergent, deodorant, bath 
soap, shampoo and toothpaste.
Donations can be dropped off in 
the box located just inside the cha-
pel entrance anytime until Sunday.
The Samaritan Center offers 
services and assistance to more 
than 3,000 families in Tompkins 
County facing financial crises.
For more information about 
the drive, contact Melissa Colden 
at mcolden1@ithaca.edu.
Professor publishes book 
about Spanish fairy tales
Paula Twomey, lecturer in the 
department of modern languages 
and literatures, 
recently pub-
lished her 18th 
foreign language 
textbook, “Un-
classic Fairy Tales 
in Spanish.” 
The book is 
a collection of 
10 fairy tales for 
reader’s theater, puppet shows or 
classroom dramatizations in begin-
ning and intermediate classes. 
Cornell University to host 
veterinary open house
Cornell University’s College of 
Veterinary Medicine is hosting its 
45th annual open house from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday at the College of 
Veterinary Medicine. The open house 
will feature acupuncture, cardio 
health and cow milking. 
Animals ranging from canines 
to camels will be at this local 
event. Students, faculty and staff 
of the veterinary school will be 
available to answer questions.
The event is open to the public 
and the entire Cornell community.
A full itinerary, along with 
travel and parking directions for 
the event, is available at www.vet.
cornell.edu/openhouse.
College seeks leaders 
for Jumpstart program
Applications are due tomor-
row for summer Jumpstart leaders. 
Jumpstart is a set of four programs 
designed to help incoming stu-
dents transition to college life. The 
Office of Student Engagement and 
Multicultural Affairs and the Envi-
ronmental Management Program 
sponsor the program.
Planning for this summer’s 
Community Plunge, ECHO, Lead-
In and Sustainable Community 
Challenge is underway. 
Interested students can see the 
job description at www.ithaca.edu/
sacl/osema/opportunities/jsleader.
To apply, visit www.fs9.formsite.
com/osema/form15/index.html.
IC Theater to participate 
in 24-hour writing festival
IC Theatre is looking for actors, 
directors and writers to take part in a 
24-hour play-writing festival, presid-
ed over by playwright Kenny Finkle.
 During the 24 hours, starting at 
8 p.m. on April 16, participants will 
create new works, ending with a final 
performance at 5:30 p.m. on April 17.
Writers will work through the 
night to complete a 10-minute play. 
All playwrights must attend ei-
ther one of the two workshops that 
Kenny is hosting from 5 to 7 p.m. on 
April 12 and 13.
Key
cmc – cayuga medical center
ccV – college code Violation
DWI – Driving while intoxicated
IFD – Ithaca Fire Department
IPD – Ithaca Police Department
mVA – motor vehicle accident
RA – Resident assistant
SASP – Student Auxiliary Safety Patrol




SUmmARY: Officer reported an unknown 
person wrote graffiti. Investigation pend-
ing. Sergeant Terry O’Pray.
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF
LOcATION: Terraces
SUmmARY: caller reported an unknown 
person damaged the carpet and furni-




SUmmARY: A caller reported a person 
with an elevated heart rate and diffi-
culty breathing. Person transported to 
cmc by ambulance. 
LARCENY
LOcATION: West Tower
SUmmARY: caller reported a purse was 
stolen by an unknown person on march 




SUmmARY: caller reported a vehicle with 
a fraudulent permit parked illegally. The 
vehicle was towed. One person judicially 




SUmmARY: caller reported sustaining 
a head injury and damage to a laptop 
computer when a bookshelf fell. Incident 
occurred on march 20. 
MEDICAL ASSIST
LOcATION: Lyceum Drive
SUmmARY: caller reported a person 
sustained a neck injury. Person trans-





SUmmARY: Two people were judicially 
referred for drug policy violation. master 
Patrol Officer Erik merlin.
MEDICAL ASSIST
LOcATION: Towers concourse
SUmmARY: caller reported a person 
slipped on stairs and sustained an 
ankle injury. Person declined medical 





SUmmARY: caller reported a person fell 
on ice and sustained a head injury. Per-
son was transported by ambulance to 
cmc. Patrol Officer mark Denicola.
MEDICAL ASSIST
LOcATION: Terraces
SUmmARY: A caller reported a person 
complaining of stomach pain. One per-
son was transported by ambulance to 
cmc. Patrol Officer Andrew Schneider.
LARCENY
LOcATION: Upper campus
SUmmARY: A caller reported a person 
refused to provide change from payment 
for services. Upon the officer’s arrival, 




SUmmARY: caller reported a sign was pos-
sibly stolen from a window. Investigation 
pending. Patrol Officer mark Denicola.
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF
LOcATION: Terraces
SUmmARY: Officer reported an unknown 
person damaged a card reader band. In-
vestigation pending. Sergeant Terry O’Pray.
RECLASSIFICATION OF CRIME
LOcATION: Emerson Hall
SUmmARY: Officer reported larceny on 
march 12 was reclassified to burglary 
2nd/unlawful entry with no force. Inves-
tigation pending. Investigator Tom Dunn.
LARCENY
LOcATION: campus center
SUmmARY: money was reportedly stolen. 
master Patrol Officer Erik merlin.
FoR The CoMPleTe SaFeTy loG, 
go to www.theithacan.org/news. 
hoRVaTh
Public Safety Incident Log SELECTED ENTRIESFROM MARCH 22
TO MARCH 24.
TWoMey
Everybody has issues ...
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College MasCot
finalists BoMB 
After negative responses, the Office  
of Marketing Communications should 
consider changing the selection process
It’s a phoenix. It’s a flying squirrel. It’s a lake beast. No, it’s Ithaca College’s mascot. The three finalists for the college’s mascot 
have been announced. Students and alumni have 
been tweeting their thoughts about the mascot 
search. From alumni saying they’d be embarrassed 
if we become Bomber the Flying Squirrel to stu-
dents wondering what a lake beast is, the feedback 
has been strong. There have been some positive 
tweets — mostly just for the phoenix. 
The Office of Marketing Communications 
should include other finalists. The three finalists do 
not represent the college community. Responses on 
Twitter show the finalists to be unpopular. 
The search committee has been gathering feed-
back from the beginning, but there should have been 
a voting process instead. Before the college decided to 
go ahead with a mascot search, it should have asked 
the community if they wanted a mascot. Tweets have 
mentioned many were content just being the Bombers. 
At the very least, the Office of Marketing Communica-
tions should have let the community vote for the top 15 
and then narrow it down to three finalists. 
Rather than just gathering feedback on the existing 
options, the community should be offered the option 
to reject all three finalists. Votes give students and 
alumni more of a say. Because the feedback will only 
be seen by the search committee, this is a way for 
students and alumni to be heard. And if all three final-
ists are deemed to be unacceptable, then the Office 
of Marketing Communications needs to provide the 
community with new finalists. 
Students and alumni need to respond to the 
survey sent out this morning. They need to send 
their thoughts directly to the Office of Marketing 
Communications so data can be compiled. 
If the survey’s feedback is as strong as tweets have 
been, then the Office of Marketing Communications 
needs to reconsider the selection process. 
sodexo provides benefits for workers
The article “Students take stand against 
Sodexo” (The Ithacan, March 31) over-
looked the positive impact Sodexo has on its 
117 hourly Ithaca College employees.
As a solid partner of the college for 
11 years, we support our workforce. Our 
benefits eligibility is the most liberal in our 
industry. Sodexo offers paid sick days, per-
sonal days, holidays, bereavement, vacation, 
jury duty, educational assistance, domes-
tic partner benefits, company-provided 
uniforms and free meals. Sodexo expanded 
its 401k plan and matching benefit to reach 
more hourly and salaried employees. Our 
106 full-time employees are offered medi-
cal, dental and free life insurance policies.  
Employees pay 20 percent of medical and 
50 percent of dental premiums, and the 
company pays the balance.
 More than half of our hourly employees 
have worked for us at the college for more 
than six years, and 17 have more than 20 
years service. Sodexo has developed hourly 
employees and promoted them into man-
agement in all departments over the past 
11 years. 
Sodexo trains hourly workers on food 
safety, customer service and supervisor 
development. We review benefits and give 
equal employment opportunity training an-
nually and create a safe work environment.
Working Mother named Sodexo one of 
the best companies for hourly employees 
this year. Sodexo was named the top Com-
pany for Diversity by DiversityInc Magazine 
in 2010 and the top 60 Companies for 
Hispanics by Hispanic Business Magazine, 
to mention a few recognitions.
 Sodexo’s leadership in creating a great 
place to work is reflected at the college. For 
more, go to www.sodexocommunity.com 
and www.sodexoresponds.com.
Jeff scott, general manager of 
dining services
Photo of mice shows animal cruelty
In the most recent edition of The Ithacan, 
I was shocked as well as disheartened to see 
a photo of three mice trapped on what is 
known as a “sticky pad” with a caption that 
poked fun at the situation. 
I would hope the students and staff of 
the college would be able to surmise that 
the use of these traps is nothing less than 
barbaric. Mice are attracted to the pads by 
an odor then literally become stuck to the 
surface of the pad where they suffer, and, if 
not freed, starve to death. The mice are ter-
rorized and endure pain before dying. 
While I understand most humans do 
not wish to coexist with mice, certainly we 
can practice less cruel methods of mouse 
removal than the use of sticky pads. 
I am disappointed The Ithacan used 
this photo, which to me supports this 
type of animal cruelty. I hope in the fu-
ture more thought and logic is used when 
choosing photos for this publication. 
Joanie Groome, lecturer of health 
promotion and physical education
your letters
comment online.
Now you can be heard in print or on the Web.
write a letter to the editor at ithacan@ithaca.edu or leave a 
comment on commentaries and editorials at theithacan.org.
letters must be 250 words or less, emailed or 
dropped off by 5 p.m. monday in park 269.
a sMash suCCess 
 NCUR was a college accomplishment 
despite concerns about space
Despite losing two days of classes and antici-pating parking woes for students, the 2011 National Conference on Undergraduate 
Research at Ithaca College was a success.
More than 3,300 students and faculty advisers at-
tended last week’s conference, which ended up being 
the largest one in history. Because the conference was 
here, the college was able to enter a large group of pre-
senters because there was no traveling cost involved. 
This year, 213 Ithaca students presented their research 
— a significantly greater number than the 18 who 
attended at the University of Montana last year. 
Though the college restricted parking lots closest 
to academic buildings to NCUR participants, parking 
lots were mostly free during the conference. Parking 
turned out to not be a problem for NCUR participants 
but still posed problems for students. 
Locally, the additional people helped businesses. 
The Downtown Ithaca Alliance and the college orga-
nized day trips that included a wine tour, a movie at 
Cinemapolis and meals at local restaurants. By Saturday, 
some restaurants stopped taking reservations because 
of the high numbers they were receiving. The confer-
ence gave businesses an economic boost they needed. 
The college community may have gone into 
NCUR anticipating a headache, but by the end of 
the weekend, the conference was an achievement. 
the ithacan welcomes correspon-
dence from all readers. please 
include your name, graduation year, 
organizational or college title/posi-
tion and phone number. letters 
must be 250 words or less. the 
ithacan reserves the right to edit 
letters for length, clarity and taste. 
all letters must be received by 5 
p.m. the monday before publication. 
all letters must be signed, submit-
ted in writing and either emailed to 
ithacan@ithaca.edu or delivered to 
park 269.
letter PolicY
all oPinions exPressed do not necessarily reflect those of the ithacan. to write a guest commentary, contact opinion editor Jacqueline palochko at 274-3208.
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Guest commentarY
The world seems to be in a process of reawakening. From the remarkable upris-ings in the Middle East against authoritar-
ian regimes to protests in Wisconsin and local 
social justice struggles, more and more people are 
expressing their unwillingness 
to withstand conditions that 
are detrimental to their lives. 
These conditions include 
the inability to make basic 
ends meet. The New York 
Times recently reported that 
in the U.S., “a single worker 
needs an income of $30,012 
a year — or just above $14 
an hour — to cover basic 
expenses and save for retirement and emergen-
cies. That is close to three times the 2010 national 
poverty level of $10,830 for a single person and 
nearly twice the federal minimum wage of $7.25 an 
hour.” This article shows that more U.S residents 
are living in poverty than federally reported. 
This increase in poverty and the gradual erosion 
of workers’ wages and rights has been orchestrated 
through economic policies that value profits over 
people. Such policies have been particularly det-
rimental to workers of color. Because of past and 
present racially discriminatory policies in educa-
tion and employment, workers of color tend to be 
the first fired and the most likely to face difficulties 
finding jobs. 
The U.S. does not have a problem of scarcity or 
lack of money. In the past 40 years, corporations 
have witnessed record profits. The 28,000 wealthi-
est people in the U.S. make more income than 
96,000,000 of the poorest. Contrary to popular 
rhetoric, the problem is not that poor and working 
people don’t work hard enough. It is that the most 
powerful know that living wages and full employ-
ment for all workers is not good for profit making.
More than 185,000 have been protesting in 
Wisconsin to preserve workers’ collective bargain-
ing rights that have historically served workers’ 
interests rather than the interests of profit making. 
In 2006, more than a million workers  (mostly 
Latino/a) — documented and undocumented — 
staged national protests called “A Day Without an 
Immigrant” emphasizing their unwillingness to 
stand for substandard wages and violence.
Locally, the Tompkins County Workers’ Center 
in coalition with Ithaca College’s student-led Labor 
Initiative Promoting Solidarity staged a commu-
nity rally Friday to fight for living wages for all non-
student college employees. They focused on the 
fact that the college dining hall employees in the 
bottom four positions (hired by Sodexo) make only 
$8.19 an hour. This is well below the living wage a 
worker needs to survive in Tompkins County to 
meet basic expenses: $11.11 an hour with health 
insurance. Meanwhile, Sodexo’s operating profits 
in 2009 were $402 million.
In times of presumed scarcity, we are encour-
aged to compete with each other for crumbs. But 
one worker’s oppression today is another worker’s 
struggle tomorrow. Who will join the struggle for 
people over profits? Will we overcome our fears to 
stand with the most marginalized? Will we real-
locate resources at the college so workers can meet 
their basic family needs? Do you notice the hand 
that serves you?
Paula ioanide is an assistant professor in the 
Center for the Study of Culture, race and ethnicity. 
email her at pioanide@ithaca.edu. 
Working class holds rallies to show dissatisfaction
Guest commentarY
Protesters march outside the state Capitol on March 12 in Madison, Wis. The working class from states 
throughout the nation have been protesting cuts that would significantly hurt them.  
Morry Gash/assoCiaTed Press
Paula ioanide
For more than 50 years, the birth control pill has played an integral role in Ameri-
can women’s daily lives. Many 
argue that this tiny pill has been 
a powerful catalyst for social and 
cultural change. 
It revolution-
ized life and 
redefined the 
role of women 
in our society. 
For the first 





sexuality and fertility — as men 
have always done.
But American women still lack 
the access and ability to make healthy 
and informed reproductive decisions. 
Almost half of all pregnancies in the 
U.S. are still unplanned. More than 
one-third of women have struggled 
to pay for birth control at some point 
in their lives. The Planned Parent-
hood Action Center launched the 
Birth Control Matters campaign in 
October, which advocates for pre-
scription birth control with no co-pay 
under the new health care reform 
law. Reducing the rate of unintended 
pregnancy and abortion through 
accessible and affordable family plan-
ning is a common goal we all should 
share — regardless of our political 
affiliations or religious beliefs. 
The challenges we face are unre-
mitting. After the budget was voted 
down last month, Republicans, led by 
Congressman Mike Pence of  
Indiana, still threaten to pass danger-
ous legislation that would eradicate 
all Title X funding, including HIV 
testing, cervical cancer screenings and 
other critical preventive reproduc-
tive health care services. Defunding 
Planned Parenthood, America’s 
largest recipient of Title X funding, is 
its primary objective. It is disturbingly 
clear that abortion is no longer the 
only focus for anti-choice extremists 
— their goals are much more sinister.
Cutting funding for family plan-
ning is nothing short of fiscally ir-
responsible. After the GOP pledged 
to focus on the economy, they 
are instead pushing their extreme 
social agenda, which leaves no 
safe place for women to turn, and 
cuts funding for social programs 
like Women Infants and Children. 
Women’s bodies have become a 
mere chip in a game of political 
poker. White, balding men in Con-
gress and the courts have more of a 
say in women’s health than doctors 
and women themselves. 
On our campus, I have 
spoken to countless women who 
shell out exorbitant co-pays for 
their birth control each month. I 
have listened to innumerable men 
share fears about getting someone 
pregnant. Of all the stories I’ve 
heard, students have said they are 
grateful for what birth control and 
organizations like Planned Parent-
hood have afforded them. 
We may believe the battle on 
reproductive health has already 
been won, but this could not be 
further from the truth. Women’s 
bodies are still a battleground. 
If we allow anti-choice activists 
to take advantage of our com-
placency, we may find ourselves 
returning to a frightening era 
when women had to resort to il-
legal and potentially fatal means in 
order to control their reproductive 
destinies — much like countless 
women in developing countries 
still do today. 
Now is the time to mobilize and 
harness our collective power and 
demonstrate our unequivocal sup-
port for women’s rights and social 
justice. Political ideology must not 
take precedence over our health and 
our futures, which are inextricably 
intertwined. We are America’s youth, 
and our dreams will not be de-
terred. Along with millions of fellow 
Americans from all walks of life who 
believe gender equality and choice 
are American values, I stand with 
Planned Parenthood. 
marissa sPeno is a senior clinical 
health studies major. email her at 
mspeno1@ithaca.edu.
Planned Parenthood offers low-cost contraceptives
The birth control pill, which about 60 percent of ithaca College students 
use, is free through the hammond health Center with insurance.




I don’t know how many times I’ve “liked” something on Facebook. Most of the time it 
tends to be an awkward picture 
of someone falling asleep in class 
or an inside joke about the past 
weekend’s shenanigans, but for 
the most part, my “likes” never 
amount to anything meaningful. 
A year after Facebook spread 
its “like” button around the 
Web, Google has stepped into 
the picture with the goal of 
one-upping the likeable face of 
social networking, and giving my 
mouse clicks purpose.
On March 30, Google released 
its own rival to the “like” button — 
the “+1.” The “+1” button, currently 
an opt-in service available for users 
with a Google Profile, is integrated 
into Google’s search engine and 
gives users the option to “+1” 
results and ads they like.
Google’s new button, unlike 
Apple’s iPad 2, is in bountiful sup-
ply. The small “+1” icon appears 
immediately after a link in search 
results. Once clicked, it will show 
that you have “+1’d” the link to a 
user’s Google Contacts in Gmail, 
Talk, Reader and Buzz.
This may appear to be the next 
logical step for Google to put its 
own spin on the content that is 
being shared through social media. 
A quick search for “Sophia Bush” 
will display several links my friend 
Andy has shared or retweeted. 
He didn’t plan on directly sharing 
that with me through Google, but 
rather Google saw his connection 
to me and highlighted his tweet. 
The addition of the “+1” but-
ton will bring another dynamic of 
content sharing across the web. The 
“+1” recommendations not only in-
fluence the ranking of results based 
on social connections and link the 
content to who shared them, they 
also give users a smarter search with 
links displaying the aggregate num-
ber of  “+1s” from all people — not 
just a user’s social network.
But Google is taking its new 
button one step further. In the 
coming months, Google is plan-
ning to give website owners the 
option to embed a “+1” button 
alongside their content, similar to 
Twitter’s tweet and the infamous 
“like” thumbs-up button. When 
a “+1” button is clicked on any 
website, that click is recorded and 
reflected in the search results of 
that user’s social circle. This is 
where Google trumps Facebook. 
Since “+1” clicks will ultimately 
affect a website’s rank in Google 
search results, a widespread adop-
tion of the button is inevitable. 
Both Facebook and Google’s 
platforms, in terms of buttons, are 
structured around driving traffic to 
a website through their millions of 
users. But for individuals looking 
to benefit from what their friends 
like — aside from Rebecca Black’s 
“Friday” music video — Google’s 
new button is a “+1” step in the 
right direction.
andrew weiser is a senior 
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Accent editor
Over the quick plucking of a 
guitar and a fast, upbeat drum, 
sophomore Maria 
Shishmanian’s rich, 
rolling voice kicks 
in, and listeners 
can’t help but jam 
to the catchy lyrics 
about finding the right words on her 
album’s first track.
Shishmanian recently released her 
first full-length solo album, “The Right 
Words for the Wrong People,” which 
features 12 original tracks.
This music composition major has 
an eclectic sound: an alternative rock 
focus with elements of folk, acoustic, 
indie and even ska. 
With a mane of abundant, tight 
brunette curls framing her face, Shish-
manian holds herself with a reserved 
energy, constantly expressive. She’ll 
roll her eyes up to the side, drawing 
her face back, forming her mouth into 
a thin line, making fun of something 
silly and letting out a contagious laugh. 
Others always describe her as deter-
mined, though her style is laid-back. 
She often wears button down shirts 
with cuffed sleeves or simple T-shirts. 
For Shishmanian, life with music 
began with a trumpet in fourth grade 
and continued when she got her first 
acoustic guitar in sixth. She said as a 
music composition major, she has 
learned more about how to write mu-
sic well over the last two years.
“My favorite songs on the album 
are the four I wrote in college,” she 
said. “You can tell. I can sit down and 
say, ‘This melody is boring because it 
lands on the same note at the end of 
every phrase.’ I know how to listen for 
it, because I’m listening to music and 
have to analyze it in class.”
Sitting under the dangling string of 
blue lights in her room, Shishmanian 
tunes a guitar. Leaning forward on her 
chair, she taps her red Converse to the 
early beat of a ska song she is making 
up on the spot.




ally begins with 
some sort of 
musical struc-
ture first and 
then moves to 
the lyrics — ideas 
that she always 
has kicking around in her head.
“I’ll be sitting in class and think 
about the type of progression — I 
don’t necessarily know what key, but 
this is the type of rhythm I want it to 
be,” she said. “Then when I sit down on 
the guitar it’s that much easier, and I’m 
not starting from scratch. I’m starting 
from my little sketches on the side of 
my anthropology notes.” 
Shishmanian often expresses 
doubts about her chosen career. But 
this CD is changing things.
“This is something I can be proud 
of,” Shishmanian said. “Something I 
will actually want to sell to people. I 
don’t want to have to apologize for 
what I’m giving people.”




them about not giving up. She never 
strains to overemphasize a note or 
leaves the listener wondering about 
a song’s progression.
“Why would you write music if 
you don’t want to share it?” she said. 
Ben Perry plays bass on Shish-
manian’s album, which he produced. 
He said working on the album was a 
rewarding challenge.
“There are parts I listen to and go, 
‘Oh, I wish we could have done this,’” 
he said. “But in the end I’m happy 
with it. It’s a strong debut release for 
her, and it’s a good showcase of talent 
in every aspect.” 
Shishmanian is also $1,800 in 
debt. While that sum might seem 
minute to other college students 
with large education loans, for 
her it’s more than enough, since it 
was her father who loaned her the 
money she needed to produce her 
CD. She’s working to repay him in a 
timely fashion.
“I’ve been carrying three CDs 
with me at all times,” Shishmanian 
said. “I see people as CD-buying enti-
ties. They’re not humans again until 
they buy one.” 
Though her family is not especial-
ly musical, they are especially sup-
portive. Angela Dias, Shishmanian’s 
mom, said her daughter has been 
writing songs since age 5. She said 
her passion for music has continued 
to grow.
“Her music just pours out of her,” 
she said. 
Dias said though she has heard the 
songs throughout their development, 
she isn’t sick of them. Her daughter 
has always been driven, she said.
“I wish I could say it’s all because 
of us, but that’s just her,” she said. 
“Music is really what she’s all about. 
In every way, her sound has matured.”
Shishmanian’s lyrics have ma-
tured too, switching focus from 
boys to girls. She came out her 
senior year of high school and is 
dating sophomore Amy Obarski, 
her “a-muse-ing” inspiration. 
Obarski said it’s flattering to have 
songs written about her on the album.
“It’s great when you get a mixed 
CD from somebody, but when an en-
tire album is inspired by you, it’s very 
touching,” she said.
Shishmanian usually gives Obar-
ski a few quick kisses in a row when 
returning from getting her second 
cup of coffee at lunch every day, or 
absentmindedly twirls Obarski’s hair 
while they sit next to each other, fin-
gers intertwined.  
Shishmanian takes her inspira-
tion from artist Ingrid Michaelson. 
She said being accessible while still 
remaining true to herself is what sets 
Michaelson apart.
“That’s who I try to perform like,” 
she said. “Making the audience a 
part of your show, that’s what music 
is all about.” 
Two weeks ago, on the night she 
received the shipment of her CDs, 
Shishmanian performed an acoustic 
set in IC Square. 
Standing off stage, she quickly ad-
justed her new fedora before picking 
up her guitar and ambling up to the 
mic, where she began by introducing 
herself as an LGBT musician.
As she started to sing, she tapped 
her clunky work boots as her smoky, 
powerful voice rang out. She glanced 
down at her guitar, bobbing her head 
along to her own rich voice.
Three songs in, she warned the 
crowd her next song may be funky. 
“The Doctors!” someone shouted 
from the back of the room.
“OK,” she said, changing her line-
up to please her fans. “This is ‘The 
Doctors.’ It is not a funky song.”
Her interaction with the crowd 
paid off. They laughed, snapping 
along to the tune. 
Shishmanian wants to do gigs. 
That she makes clear. While she 
would love to play her music for-
ever as her only job, she admits she’ll 
probably have to do other work too. 
Film scoring is her preferred option 
right now.
Music isn’t something Shish-
manian views selfishly. If she can put 
herself out there, she will. She wants 
people to relate to her songs. 
“I want someone to listen to a song 
of mine and be like, ‘I feel this way 
about somebody,’” she said. “Music is 
what speaks to people.”
“The Right Words for the Wrong 
People” is available now on iTunes, 
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Sophomore Maria Shishmanian performs an acoustic guitar set March 22 
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Whether pursuing her “Blonde Ambition” 
or confessing on the dance floor, there’s no 
doubt Madonna still commands the pop 
scene. As the queen of reinvention and the 
prototype for all modern pop princesses, 
no one else has so successfully marketed 
themselves to the American public. In fact, 
Madonna owes much of her branded suc-
cess to the one-word-wonder of her name. 
Madonna, who was born Madonna Louise 
Ciccone, has gone through multiple mon-
onyms: during her Kabbalah phase, she 
assumed the title of Esther and across 
the channel, she’s referred to as “Madge,” 
which is slang for “Your Majesty” — a fit-
ting title for the Queen of Pop. 
Lukewarm
Prince
Prince is undoubtedly one of the most 
interesting musicians of all time, and his 
name reflects that. Born Prince Rogers 
Nelson, he carved out a niche for himself 
in the music world with his penchant for 
flamboyant attire, the color purple and im-
mense talent. Prince — his one-word title 
as a performer — has become synony-
mous with not only his talent, but also his 
eccentricities. In 1993 he decided he no 
longer wanted to be known as Prince, but 
instead as the unpronounceable Love Sym-
bol No. 2. However, most people referred 
to him just as “The Artist Formerly Known 
as Prince” until 2000, when he chose to 
reassume his former moniker. 
Not
Ke$ha
Ke$ha’s heavily synthesized, spoken rap 
songs about sloppy partying may be catchy, 
but she’s hardly the icon many of her fellow 
one-word musical stars are. Her dishev-
eled, morning-after appearance and trashy 
stage outfits match her wasted party girl 
songs, which hardly have the longevity to 
make her a pop culture icon. Her perfectly 
respectable former name, Kesha Rose Se-
bert, is marred with a dollar sign replacing 
the “s” in her first name to form her low-
brow new title, Ke$ha. Her new one-word 
handle is just about as classy as her claim 
that she brushes her teeth in the morning 
with “a bottle of Jack.”
In light of Lindsay Lohan’s attempt to drop 
her last name, Staff Writer Cady Lang rates 
musical superstars whose one-name moni-
kers have contributed to their success.
P-e-n-i-s gummies. I said, ‘Oh, wow, those aren’t 
Swedish Fish.’
— Katie Holmes on “The Ellen DeGeneres Show” about the box of X-Rated 
candy she gave 4-year-old daughter Suri to snack on.
Community crescendo
Junior Jimmy Knowles of Ithacappella wails on the mic while group members back him up at the annual Acappellooza event. The college’s 
all-male ensemble hosted the concert, which featured collegiate a cappella groups from the Northeast, Saturday at The State Theatre.
pArKer cheN/The IThAcAN
Self-proclaimed “man repeller” Leandra Medine has created a blog about 
“unfashionable” trends — according to males. Medine defines a man repeller 
as someone who outfits “oneself in a sartorially offensive way that will result 
in repelling members of the opposite sex.” As a lover of outfits that combine 
designer pieces, vintage finds and DIY projects, Medine is defying 
gender norms and bolstering fierce feminine attitudes. 
Featuring fashion imagery of everything 
from harem pants and boyfriend jeans to 
shoulder pads and full-length jumpsuits, 
this blog gives women all the tips and tricks 
to rack up repeller points and empowers 
them to defy fashion-related issues.
— Megan Devlin
 
Rather than spending $32,000 on cultural, educational and social events 
for students, Rutgers University brought Snooki to campus instead. 
Students got a look “Inside the Nicole ‘Snooki’ Polizzi Studio,” 
hearing the reality star talk about everything from fist-pumping and 
club-hopping to her signature hair pouf and the “GTL” lifestyle. 
Rutgers dropped an extra $2,000 for the “Jersey Shore” real-
ity star compared to the fee it will pay its commencement 
speaker: Nobel prize-winning author Toni Morrison. While Rut-
gers proudly professed how it “does not censor the speak-
ers students choose to invite to campus,” bringing the little 
Guidette to the university was a “shore” way to inspire 
graduates, especially with her words of wisdom to “study 
hard, but party harder.” 
— Megan Devlin
He’s Mr. H to the uh-oh
After taking hits to its ego 
with Jay-Z’s rising fame, 
skate-clothing company 
Volcom is suing the rap-
per’s record label for 
its branding. The com-
pany claims Roc Nation’s 
diamond-shaped logo is 
too similar to Volcom’s 
“stone” symbol, which 
it trademarked in 1991. 
Fearful of market drops 
and brand confusion, the 
apparel company is pres-
suring the label to stop 
using its 2009 logo and to 
destroy merchandise with 
diamond detailing. The 
big shot ultimately ignored 
the cease and desist re-
quests, which could cause 
extra legal trouble. Add-
ing to his “99 Problems,” 
Hova is also facing an 
investigation from the NBA 
after violating league rules 
by entering the Uni-
versity of Kentucky’s 
men’s basketball 
team’s dress-





a $30,000 fine. 
Just because 
you throw dia-
monds in the sky 
doesn’t mean you 
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By Shea O’Meara 
Staff Writer
While “Ithaca is Gorges” has been Ithaca’s 
tagline for decades, a new web series depicting 
the region’s true beauty is about to give Ithaca’s 
tourism industry a 21st century update. 
Park Productions teamed up with 
Finger Lakes Wine Country and the Tompkins 
County Convention and Visitors Bureau in 
2008 to create “Finger Lakes Uncorked!” Stu-
dents, teachers and Ithaca locals collaborated 
on the project to capture the natural beauty 
of the Finger Lakes region. The fictional nine-
part series will premiere Sunday as part of the 
Finger Lakes Environmental Film Festival. 
“Finger Lakes Uncorked!,” which is made 
up of five-to-seven-minute webisodes, fol-
lows the story of Craig Vinholtz (David Mo-
reland), a magician with a love of wine, a de-
pleting bank account and a troubled marriage. 
Vinholtz sets out to win an organic wine com-
petition to replenish his funds and rekindle 
his romance with the grand-prize — a roman-
tic vacation getaway.
Carol Jennings, director of Park Media 
Lab and executive producer of “Finger Lakes 
Uncorked!,” said the idea for the web series 
came from Adam Rivera ’08 and Erin Ozmat 
’08, two Park Productions alumni who wanted 
experience producing video for the Internet.
But to fund the project’s production, the 
organization needed sponsors. Jennings said 
she first thought to solicit the series as a pro-
motional video for the Tompkins County 
Convention and Visitors Bureau because it 
had funded her projects before. 
“We had done a lot of work for the 
Visitor’s Bureau ... to promote Ithaca and the 
Finger Lakes as a tourist destination on broad-
cast outlets like Home and Garden Television 
or PBS,” she said. “The easiest way to get fea-
tured on a show like that is to have really good 
shots of the area that the editors could use. 
That’s what we did. We provided them with 
the video.”
Dred Bonn, director of the Tompkins 
County Convention and Visitors Bureau, said 
the series not only shows the natural beauty 
of the Finger Lakes, but also its culturally rich 
community — without being too serious. 
“We wanted it to have a touch of humor,” 
he said. “We wanted it to have the story line 
that fit with the personalities and businesses 
of the Finger Lakes region, which it does a 
great job of.”
Moreland, a local magician who plays 
Vinholtz in the series, met Jennings while 
working at a birthday party. Jennings said she 
had envisioned Craig, the main character, as a 
quirky guy who could carry the story through 
the series. She said she was intrigued by 
Moreland’s past experience as an actor and 
cast him as Craig — magic tricks and all.
Moreland said he found humor in a scene 
where his character fails to entertain a sour 
group of children, who view him as a fraud, 
because it reminded him of the times his own 
acts went poorly.
“I got my nightmare magic show — a mag-
ic show in front of a bunch of surly children 
where everything is going wrong,” he said. 
“That was a lot of fun, because it brought up 
all those occasional shows from the past when 
things went wrong.”
Park Productions chose to highlight lo-
cal businesses like the Corning Museum of 
Glass, the Sciencenter and Sheldrake Point, 
as well as natural landmarks in the series. 
Moreland said he enjoyed traveling to the 
scenic production sites.
“We shot some beautiful scenes of me rid-
ing my bike along the lake and through the 
Cornell campus and in front of some of the 
waterfalls in town,” he said. “They’ve really 
gone out of their way to make the series like a 
picture postcard of everything that’s beautiful 
about Ithaca and the Finger Lakes region.” 
Christopher Manza, a senior cinema and 
photography major, worked as a screenwriter, 
still photographer and production assistant 
for the series. He said he was interested in 
joining the project for the same reason he was 
interesting in coming to Ithaca College. 
“It was watching the environment, the way 
it took place in the Finger Lakes region and 
the beauty of it,” he said.
Luiggi Ramos, a junior cinema and pho-
tography major, was a student producer for 
“Finger Lakes Uncorked!” He said working 
for a project that combined college students 
and Ithaca locals to produce a professional 
product helped him realize he wanted to 
pursue a producing career. Ramos also said 
working closely with his professors was a 
different learning experience than those in a 
traditional classroom setting.
“As a student, I looked up to them in the 
classroom, and the ability to work with them 
kind of broke the barrier between teacher and 
student and made it more of a collaborative 
effort,” he said.
Moreland said he enjoyed working with 
Ithaca College students because of their pro-
fessionalism while filming and for the quality 
of work they produced.
“It looks like any feature film you would 
see at Cinemapolis or any movie theater,” 
Moreland said. “They’re professional, and 
they’re focused. You can see why Ithaca 
College graduates so many people who work 
in the film industry.”




From left, seniors Andrew Inglin, Michael Sutter and Sarah Rosemarino listen to Carol Jennings, 
“Uncorked!” producer and director of Park Media Lab, talk about the series premiere Sunday.
MICheLLe boULé/The IThACAn
RemembeR that time...
...we told you affordable 
contraception might mean 
more than just condoms?
The Ithacan
News. Keeping you  
in control.
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As part of Ithaca College’s 
Distinguished Visiting Writers’ 
Series, the department of writing 
is bringing National Book Award 
Finalist Sarah Shun-lien Bynum to 
campus. She has written two nov-
els, “Madeleine is Sleeping” and 
“Ms. Hempel 
C hronic le s ,” 





A s s i s t a n t 
Accent Editor 
Megan Devlin 
spoke to Bynum about her recent 
honor as one of The New Yorker’s “20 
Under 40” fiction writers, the inspi-
ration for her award-winning novels 
and the development of her writing 
and teaching styles.
Megan Devlin: You were recently 
named a “20 Under 40” fiction writ-
er. Was this after publishing “Ms. 
Hempel Chronicles?”
Sarah Shun-lien Bynum: Yes. 
“Ms. Hempel Chronicles” came out 
a few years ago in 2008, and The 
New Yorker’s list was announced 
last June. They had read both my 
first book and my second book in 
making their decisions. 
MD: How is your first novel differ-
ent from your latest work?
SB: The first book works much 
more overtly with the fantastic, 
and the form is probably more 
unconventional since it’s made 
up of very short chapters. So on 
the surface it looks quite different 
from “Ms. Hempel Chronicles.” 
It’s more dreamlike and fragment-
ed, but there are several similar 
obsessions running through both 
books. Even though their forms 
seem to be quite different, I think 
of them as being complementary 
too. They’re both really interested 
in childhood and the transforma-
tions that occur when you’re on 
the cusp of childhood and adult-
hood. … “Ms. Hempel Chronicles” 
is working in more of a realist 
mode and contemporary world, 
in a way that the world of “Mad-
eleine” isn’t always immediately 
recognizable or familiar.
MD: Where are the overlaps in 
your writing and teaching styles?
SB: The principle that guides me 
in both my writing and my teach-
ing is to be as compassionate as I 
can in how I’m thinking about my 
characters and my students’ work 
— in the sense of really trying to 
understand the work on its own 
terms, rather than impose my own 
aesthetic sensibility onto a piece. 
I really try to get inside a piece 
and to understand from its own 
point of view what it wants to ac-
complish. I really try to teach my 
students to read each other’s work 
in that way.
MD: Where did you get the inspi-
ration for these works?
SB: With “Madeline,” a lot of the 
early inspiration came out of the 
fairy tales I always loved reading 
as a child. … At the time, I was 
also reading a lot of French post-
structuralism theory and feminist 
theory as well. There was definitely 
a strong theoretical influence run-
ning in that book. … With “Ms. 
Hempel Chronicles,” a lot of that 
material was drawn from my own 
experiences as a middle school 
teacher. I was using more autobio-
graphical material in that book.
MD: When did you first begin 
writing and start to think of it as a 
career or something you’d want to 
pursue in the future?
SB: In terms of thinking about 
writing as something I love doing 
and want to get better at, it prob-
ably started at the beginning of 
high school. I had a really wonder-
ful English teacher my freshman 
year — he encouraged me to keep 
on writing fiction, and I took a 
creative writing class with him the 
following year. … I’ve been tak-
ing classes and workshops pretty 
much since I was 15. I was lucky 
that I had chances to take classes 
and be in a community with other 
aspiring writers at a young age.
MD: As the next distinguished visit-
ing writer, what will you be sharing 
with students in your presentation 
at the college? 
SB: It’s so funny because you go in 
with a plan, but sometimes you end 
up departing from that plan. … At 
this point I’m planning to read the 
story that was published recently in 
The New Yorker for the “20 Under 
40” issue, “The Earl King,” which is 
based on a German folk tale.
MD: Regardless of what you pres-
ent, what do you hope students 
take away from your presentation? 
SB: I hope they take away a sense 
that writing about seemingly mun-
dane or quotidian experiences are 
experiences that are haunting or 
powerful for you as a writer. … You 
can write about something very 
close to home, but you can still 
find what is uncanny or surprising 
in the quotidian. You don’t have to 
look far for materials.
MD: What advice do you have for 
writers in order to help make their 
writing extraordinary?
BS: As writers we have so much 
we can draw upon and steal from 
and rift off of that this compulsion 
to be “original” is one that we don’t 
have to feel burdened by. There’s so 
much out there that we can appro-
priate in interesting ways. So I hope 
they come away with a sense of us-
ing the everyday and appropriating 
other stories are legitimate ways to 
create new fiction.
MD: Is there anything else you’d 
like to share?
SB: I’m just really looking forward 
to the visit and humbled by other 
writers who appeared in the series. 
Some of my favorite writers have 
appeared in the series, from Joy 
Williams to Jennifer Eagen. I’m 
very excited to be coming.
	 To	 listen	 to	 a	 podcast	 of	 the	 in-
terview,	visit	www.theithacan.org.
Writer inspired by the ordinary
Sarah Shun-lien Bynum is a top “20 Under 40” author and National Book 
Award Finalist. She will share her work Wednesday at Ithaca College.
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by Lucy WaLker 
Staff Writer
Many coming-of-age stories include moments 
of fishing, shame, summer camp or sexual molesta-
tion — but typically not all at once. The dangerous, 
true tale told in “The Tricky Part” brings them all 
together in a narrative about the 
lifelong effects on one boy forced 
to grow up too early.
As a touching autobiographi-
cal account, the play brings tricky 
classifications like boyfriend, 
pedophile, lover and molester 
into perspective. It follows Marty 
Moran’s tale of growing up as a 
Catholic schoolboy in the 1970s. 
He opens with entertaining jokes about school 
nuns, saints and public school kids. He goes on to 
describe how the clergy sex scandal surfaced while 
his inappropriate relationship with Bob, his former 
camp counselor, began. 
Director Sara Lampert Hoover’s set consists 
only of a large living room rug, a wooden stool with 
a leather cover and an end table. A potted plant sits 
on the bottom with a framed photograph of his 
12-year-old self on top. This minimalist approach, 
coupled with E.D. Intemann’s simple but effective 
lighting, complements the difficult material.
The play begins with actor Carl Danielsen walk-
ing on stage as Moran and grabbing the stool. He 
breaks the fourth wall, conversing with the audi-
ence about topics discussed in Artistic Director 
Rachel Lampert’s pre-show speech. It is impossible 
to tell what is the script and what is improvisation 
for the first 10 minutes. All of the house lights re-
main on and fully up.  
While Moran usually plays himself in “The 
Tricky Part,” Danielsen plays the part well. His sto-
ries alternate between adolescent memories and 
a visit with Bob at the veterans’ hospital 35 years 
later. His depiction of his first sexual partner is par-
ticularly superb. With his fingers in his belt loop, 
a slouched stance and his right foot out, he trans-
forms seamlessly into Bob. Moran’s realistic and in-
credibly detailed descriptions combine with the fear 
and insecurity Danielsen shows through his expres-
sive tones, speech and facial expressions.
The best moment comes about three-quarters 
through the play, when the full lights fade out to 
one spotlight engulfing Danielsen. He reads from 
his journal in a campfire-like moment about his first 
sexual experience with Bob. The story becomes an 
out-of-body experience for viewers. They feel the 
same unease and forbidden interest Moran had the 
first time Bob slipped his hand into the adolescent’s 
underwear. Danielsen handles this material perfect-
ly. He stays completely serious, with the interest and 
fear of the 12-year-old and the disgust and maturity 
of his older self. He also navigates the treacherous 
waters of Bob as his father figure. He discusses how 
he looked toward Bob for guidance and admits he 
was a major influence on his life.
Certain elements of “The Tricky Part” leave 
more to be desired. Mentions of his early homo-
sexual love interests, his suicide attempts at 15 and 
16 after Bob’s imprisonment for his relationship 
with another boy and his sexual compulsiveness 
in adulthood tantalize with their dramatic appeal. 
But, they serve only as secondary plot. Though the 
writing is strong, the nearly two hours of Danielsen 
walking and talking leaves a desire for more dra-
matic action or movement of some kind.
Danielsen refers to the photo sitting on the table 
near the play’s end. He says the smiling shot of that 
young boy holding a kayak paddle proudly over his 
head was taken only a few weeks after his first night 
with Bob. As the show wraps up, he explains that he 
cannot hate Bob forever. While Bob almost made 
Moran take his own life twice, he also taught him 
how to be a man. This is the catch — the tricky part 
— for Moran, who grew up with a socially unac-
ceptable relationship as a child, which influenced 
who he became as an adult.
“The Tricky Part” will play through April 10 at 
the Kitchen Theatre. Student tickets are $26, and 
adult tickets are $28.
Play addresses tricky subject matter
Actor Carl Danielsen tells the autobiographical tale of Marty Moran, the author of “The Tricky Part,” at the 
Kitchen Theatre. The one-man show tells about Moran’s sexual relationship with an older man.
CourTesy oF The KiTChen TheATre
by Lara bonner 
Chief Proofreader
James Mercer of The Shins 
and Danger Mouse’s collabora-
tion, the astro-rock band Broken 
Bells, blew lis-
teners away with 
their self-titled 
debut last year. 
Their new EP, 
“Meyrin Fields,” 
is barely enough 
to tide fans over 
until another 
full-length album 
drops, as this 
four-track EP plateaus fast.
Spiked with synths bubbling 
over with energy, the title track 
succeeds as a promising begin-
ning. The background vocals add 
a pleasantly unexpected eeriness.
In “Windows,” Mercer’s voice 
rockets into a falsetto hook. The 
verses, however, remain static.
“An Easy Life” is a funk-influ-
enced jam with breezy vocals. Yet, 
the track lacks a definite crescendo. 
Echoing vocals float over a smoky 
guitar in “Heartless Empire,” but 
these elements aren’t enough to 
hold listeners’ attention without a 
more vivacious progression.
Though it starts on a high 
note, “Meyrin Fields” leaves fans 
hanging with an overall flat and 
stagnant sound.
Four-track EP falls short
CourTesy oF ColuMbiA reCorDs 
quickies
CourTesy oF TooTh & nAil reCorDs CourTesy oF MATADor reCorDs CourTesy oF ViCe
“RavEn in thE GRavE”
The raveonettes
Vice
for their fifth album, the 
danish noise-pop pair the 
raveonettes produced a 
dark, wintery compilation. 
Glowing vocals and shadowy 
themes will give listeners 
chills in a good way.
“My BRain SayS 
StoP, But My hEaRt            
SayS Go!” 
FM Static
Tooth & nail records
Canadian band fM Static’s 
fourth studio album show-
cases their typical pop-punk 
tunes. though catchy, the 
songs are too similar and 
follow a cliché formula.




this New York City trio’s lat-
est is an experimental album 
of synthpop electronica. the 
songs are tributes to past 
musical eras, but otherwise 
the direction is unclear.
thursday
The Shack band, a five-piece 
roots rock ‘n’ roll band from 
richmond, Va., will perform at 
9 p.m. at Castaways. tickets 
are $10 at the door.
friday
MilkMilkLemonade, a play 
about sexuality and moral 
conscience, will be performed 
by Standing room only Perform-
ing arts Company today and 
tomorrow at 8 p.m. in Business 
School room 111. tickets are 
$5 at the door. 
saturday
“Inventing Van Gogh,” a 
play sponsored by iC Players, 
tells the story of an artist who 
is blackmailed into creating a 
forgery of Vincent Van Gogh’s 
lost final self-portrait. the 
show starts at 8 p.m. today 
and tomorrow in textor 103. 
tickets are $3 at the door. 
 
Hope chest Fest benefit 
concert, a concert to support 
foster youth who age out of the 
system in tompkins County, 
will begin at 8 p.m. at the 
Community School of Music 
and arts. tickets are $5.
sunday
3rd annual bomber blitz 
5k Walk/run, a fund-
raiser for ithaca’s Loaves and 
fishes, will start at 11 a.m. at 




Emotional fourth album 
builds haunting melodies
by Jared dIonne 
Staff Writer
With The White Stripes calling it 
quits as of February, a sizeable void 
now exists in the garage rock scene. 
Enter The Kills, an 
established team con-
sisting of Brit James 
Hince and American 
Alison Mosshart. The 
duo’s brand of grunge 
blues-rock has what it 
takes to make it to the 
top, and their fourth 
studio album, “Blood 
Pressures,” might be the one to get 
them there.
The Kills’ material incorporates a 
variety of themes, but some of their fa-
vorites are sexual tension, love, demise 
and just about any other manner of 
sin. Mosshart’s vocals are crude in the 
best way possible. Her banshee-like 
shrieks add an unquantifiable amount 
of raw emotion to tracks. Hince’s ag-
gressive and persistent guitar lines 
seem to be the only thing keeping the 
she-devil in check.
The album’s lead-off track, “Future 
Starts Slow,” is a monstrous tune com-
plete with dire drums and a moaning, 
haunted guitar line. Mosshart wails 
over the track, demanding affection: 
“You can holler, you can wail, you can 
swing, you can flail, but I’ll never give 
you up.” The song sounds almost like a 
sleazy cover of Rick Astley.
The pair deviates from their go-to 
grime and grit sound with the inclu-
sion of “The Last Goodbye.” Mosshart 
bids adieu to a beau while she plays 
a loving ballad on the piano, and 
the strings emerge to build emotion. 
Knowing Mosshart, she most likely 
just finished killing her lover before 
she took to the ivories. Love never 
hurt this good.
The Kills have put forth yet an-
other gem with the release of “Blood 
Pressures.” Hince and Mosshart’s 
vengeful and moody tracks are sure 
to satisfy listeners’ cravings for clas-
sic blues-rock in the absence of The 
White Stripes. When one garage door 
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The Commons 277–6115 
Jane eyre 
7:20 p.m. and 9:35 p.m. and 
Weekends 2:20 p.m. and 4:35 p.m.
today’s special 
7:25 p.m. and 9:25 p.m. excluding 
Sunday, Weekends 4:25 p.m. and 
2:25 p.m. Sunday only
true grit 
7:05 p.m. and 9:15 p.m. and  
Weekends 2:05 p.m. and 4:15 p.m.
biutiful HHH
8:45 p.m. and Weekends 4 p.m.
the illusionist HHH
7:10 p.m. and Weekends 2:10 p.m. 
the king’s speech HHH1/2
7:15 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. and 
Weekends 2:15 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
regal stadium 14
Pyramid Mall 266-7960 
arthur 
2:20 p.m., 5 p.m., 7:40 p.m., 10:20 p.m.
hanna 
1:40 p.m., 4:20 p.m., 7 p.m., 9:40 p.m.
soul surfer 
2 p.m., 4:40 p.m., 7:20 p.m., 10 p.m.
your highness 
2:40 p.m., 5:15 p.m., 8 p.m., 10:30 p.m.
hop 
2:10 p.m., 3:40 p.m., 4:50 p.m.,  
6:10 p.m., 7:30 p.m., 8:50 p.m.,  
9:55 p.m.
insidious 
3 p.m., 5:40 p.m., 8:10 p.m., 10:40 p.m.
source code HHH1/2
2:50 p.m., 4:30 p.m., 5:30 p.m.,  
6:50 p.m., 7:50 p.m., 9:20 p.m.,  
10:10 p.m.
diary of a wimpy kid 2 
4 p.m., 6:35 p.m., 9:05 p.m.
sucker punch H
1:30 p.m., 4:10 p.m., 7:10 p.m.,  
9:50 p.m.
limitless HHH
3:30 p.m., 6:30 p.m., 9:10 p.m.
the lincoln lawyer HHH1/2
3:50 p.m., 6:40 p.m., 9:30 p.m.
paul 





104 Willard Straight Hall 255-3522
For more information, visit  
http://cinema.cornell.edu.
Mars flick needs more than just moms
bY Ian CarIsa 
ConTribuTinG WriTEr
“Mars Needs Moms,” the newest 
3-D motion-capture CGI movie, is a 
surreal, somewhat-depressing foray 
into children’s entertainment.
Milo (voiced by Seth Green) is a 
bratty 9-year-old 
whose mother (Joan 
Cusack) is abducted 
by a totalitarian, 
female-dominated 
martian regime so 
they can steal her 
motherly instinct 
and transfer it into 
the robots that raise 
the alien youth. They 
carry out this plan every 25 years by 
strapping their abductees into a giant 
machine that focuses the rays of the 
sun and incinerates them.
The film is the latest and — in the 
wake of its abysmal commercial failure 
— the last movie for the now defunct 
company ImageMovers. Based on a 
Berkeley Breathed children’s book, the 
film lacks the whimsy to match its am-
bition and originality. The filmmakers 
may have come as close as possible to 
representing subtle human expression 
with CGI technology — just short of 
filming actual people — but they have 
not successfully conveyed those same 
emotions in the script.
From the catalyst argument be-
tween Milo and his mother before 
she is abducted to Milo’s meeting 
with the mentally-unhinged but 
well-meaning Robinson-Crusoe-
on-Mars-character Gribble (Dan 
Fogler), the movie runs the gambit 
between manipulating the audience 
to the point of being depressing to 
just plain terrifying. 
It is common for the characters 
to fall hundreds of feet into a gi-
ant mountain range of garbage and 
somehow emerge unscathed. In 
fact, it becomes an oft-recurring 
plot motif. They also spout cringe-
inducing lines that go unexplained. 
Even characters who are not mar-
tians don’t really act or talk like 
human beings.
The film is all fantasy and kiddie-
fodder. It attempts to abandon the 
conventional narrative for the sake of 
more imaginative storytelling. But, it 
appears the filmmakers just did not 
take the time to craft a story or char-
acters that appeal to more people 
than those who are easily frightened 
or emotionally vulnerable. 
“Mars Needs Moms” includes 
jokes about pooping one’s pants in 
terror and a female Martian that 
learned English from ’60s hippie 
television shows, but the story nev-
er lifts off the ground. The result is 
a film that strikes a strange mix of 
lowest common denominator hu-
mor and inaccessible characters.
The heavy-handed special ef-
fects and visual-driven film uses a 
technology that ideally is meant to 
preserve real emotion. But, it ends 
up channeling bloated, excessive 
nonsense with visuals that become 
a self-defeating endeavor.
“Mars Needs Moms” crash-lands 
in the uncanny valley and hits hard. 
Children of nontraditional fami-
lies can’t really identify with such a 
narrow concept of what the perfect 
mother is. The movie’s message of 
the importance of mothers really 
doesn’t work if the antagonists come 
from a matriarchal society.
For all of the visual triumph on 
display, the film’s emotional core 
could have used a little more atten-
tion to detail.
“Mars Needs Moms” was written 
by Simon and Wendy Wells, and di-
rected by Simon Wells. It was adapted 
from the children’s book, “Mars Needs 
Moms” by Berkeley Breathed.
From left, Milo (Seth Green) confers with the martian Ki (Elisabeth Harnois) on his mission to outer space. He has to 
rescue his mom after she is captured by aliens on Mars, who need her motherly instinct to raise their young.
CourtESy oF Walt DiSnEy PiCturES 
Sci-fi action film 
stays on track
bY LuCY WaLker 
STaFF WriTEr
A movie with men engaged in fistfights, a dam-
sel in distress, a bomb threat and high-speed train 
sequences seems a little too common in Hollywood 
these days. 
But, the new sci-fi/action 
thriller “Source Code” is a refresh-
ing addition to the genre, with an 
unusual, heart-wrenching family 
reunion, dilemmas about technol-
ogy and a nontraditional romance, 
plus the usual adrenaline. 
Duncan Jones directs this sur-
prisingly touching film starring 
Jake Gyllenhaal as Captain Colter Stevens. The 
movie opens with Stevens waking up on a commut-
er train, not knowing how he got there or where he 
is. Before he has time to comprehend his situation 
or identify the woman across from him (Michelle 
Monaghan), the train explodes. He finds himself 
back in a capsule, only able to communicate with 
a mysterious official, Captain Colleen Goodwin 
(Vera Farmiga), through a tiny television screen. 
The source code, a technological innovation in-
volving the afterglow of a dead human being’s brain 
and algorithms, enables him to move into the body 
of a victim of the explosion to relive the last eight 
minutes of his life over and over again. The even-
tual explanation of how Stevens moves between 
these two places and the drama that ensues as he 
revisits the train trying to find the bomber are tan-
talizing and perfectly timed. Gyllenhaal shows his 
acting prowess once again as a soldier caught be-
tween duty and desire. He beautifully portrays the 
emotional and physical torture Stevens experiences. 
The special effects are not flashy, but they es-
tablish the realistic feel of science-fictional aspects 
of the story. The cinematography leaves something 
to be desired, as a film with only one main location 
is apt to do, but provides a consistent, occasion-
ally artistic view of the different events and varying 
methods of Stevens’ attempts.
Farmiga is impressive with her emotional depth 
in an underdeveloped role. The script does not al-
low her many sentimental pauses or great speeches, 
but she works within these limitations. Her act-
ing proves her worth as a new face in the industry. 
Monaghan plays the “woman to be saved” part with 
charm but adds little past her dialogue.
If audiences are looking for action or humanity, 
“Source Code” is a stirring tale about the dangers of 
technology and the value of human life.
“Source Code” was written by Ben Ripley and 
directed by Duncan Jones.
Captain Colter Stevens (Jake Gyllenhaal) has to 
find a bomber on a train in under eight minutes.









bY eLIsha MaLe 
STaFF WriTEr
When sweet, wholehearted, small-town in-
surance agent Tim Lippe (Ed Helms) befriends 
a drunken, lewd, trash-talking business veteran 
(John C. Reilly), bromance 
blooms in “Cedar Rapids.”
But, a predictable plot 
and bland cinematography 
prevent this comedy from 
being anything special.
Visually, the film is noth-
ing more than pale yellow 
hotel interiors, so much so 
that the viewer may begin to feel like they’re 
stuck in the dirty hotel. Because there is noth-
ing stimulating about the setting, the film relies 
mainly on its characters.
The overarching plot is highly predictable 
— a naive main character goes to a place he’s 
never been before, tries to adjust and learns 
something about life — and the ending doesn’t 
offer audiences anything new. Helms plays the 
same typical Goody Two shoes he played in 
“The Hangover,” while Reilly takes his usual role 
as the loud, obnoxious sidekick. Though most 
of the comedy between these two relies on in-
appropriate jokes and overweight 40-year-old 
men in their underwear, there are a few mo-
ments of genuine laughs and truths.
The connection between the two unlikely 
main characters saves the film. Watching two 
polar opposites learn to see past their differenc-
es and become best friends adds a nice touch of 
sincerity and sweetness to what would have oth-
erwise been a vulgar and boring comedy. 
“Cedar Rapids” was written by Phil Johnston 
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for rent                    
4 Bed 2 Bath house                                
Washer, dryer, dishwasher, deck                    
$525 ea. fully furnished                          
607-291-4092.
BEST DOWNTOWN ROOMS                
Big, bright, mini-kitchen.                                
Free Internet & 50” HDTV in lounge. 
Laundry, parking 607-273-9462                      
www.ithacarenting.com.
Great houses/apts 2011-2012                      
We have places with 1 up to 6 Brs. 
Furnished, laundry, free parking,                  
reasonable rent, professionally 
managed by active landlords.                    
See http://ithaca-apts.com.                                
Call Tom at 607-277-3153.
Spacious modern 4BR near IC/Commons.    
Furnished, laundry, parking.                   
10/12M lease for next school year.           
Must see. 279-1593.
Aug. 2011-2012 2 or 3 bdrm apt.                    
on East Hill living rm. dining area, 
parking, laundry, yards $425/person               
mfe1@twcny.rr.com or 607-233-4323.
HOUSEMATE WANTED                       
Share 3 bdrm House w 1 other IC student 
in downtown Ithaca close to bus and stores 
$700 rental price per month includes, 
heat, elec, Internet. Most furnishings, 
washer, dryer, piano, dishwasher and more.       
Starts 8/1/11, 607-339-8314.
Commons West                                        
Studio 1,2 & 3 bedrooms                       
Elevator, laundry, intercom. 
High speed Internet                            
607-273-9462                                             
www.ithacarenting.com.
One Bedrooms/Studios.                       
Furnished, clean, laundry, walk to campus, 
Off-street parking, include major utilities.            
607-273-9300 or 607-277-1076.                    
Visit our website                                          
www.IthacaEstatesRealty.com.
ITHACA COMMONS                                          
Mini-studios, mini-kitchen,                           
TV lounge, laundry.                                        
$490up. 607-273-9462                        
www.ithacarenting.com. 
3 Br. Furnished Ithaca Student 
housing. Located on Kendall Ave.                       
Available 2011-2012 school year.             
Please call 607-273-9221.
Fully furnished Ithaca College student houses. 
Located on Kendall Ave. Available 2011-2012 
school year. Call 607-273-9221.
Spacious 3BR apts on Commons                  
one of them remodeled. Includes 
heat. Furnished and for Fall 2011.                       
Call 272-7441.
An apartment with no hassle. Hudson 
Heights Studio Apartments are located next 
to IC. We are renting for the next school year 
2011-2012 as low as $595/m starting June 
1 - August 2011. We will also rent a few fall 
term (6 months July - December) starting at 
$750/month. The rent includes: furniture, all 
utilities, parking, garbage and recycling, with 
laundry rooms on the complex. Call Tony at 
607-273-8473 office or cell 280-7660 for an 
appointment. Email anthonybusse@gmail.
com or website www.hhithaca.com.
THE IVY- 2011-12                                         
111 S. Cayuga Street                            
Spacious 3 bedroom, 3 baths                    
Elevator, laundry, A/C                                
607-273-9462                                        
www.ithacarenting.com.
CITY VIEW- 2011-12                                 
Studio, 1,2 & 3 BDRs                              
Elevator, intercom, high ceilings          
Dishwashers, laundry, Internet.                
Parking available. 607-273-9462.               
www.ithacarenting.com.
for SAle                
Motor scooter 250CC 80 mpg 80 mph            
Liquid-cooled auto-transmission              
Theft-Alarm Remote- Start ABS 13”               
Wheels-Brakes Email Pix 273-4444.
Violin Viola 2 Bows zip-backpack                
cases. Cello 2 cases padded-soft                     
& wheeled-hard. Pocket metronome            
tuner-Electronic Bat. Op. 273-4444.
Check our
status.
Become a fan of 
The Ithacan on
Facebook and
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Peanuts® By Charles Schulz
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dormin’ norman By Jonathan Schuta ’14




maintains an upbeat  tempo
on the track and the stage
By Alex holt 
Staff writer
If hurdles were a piece of music, they’d be 
Latin-infused. At least they would be if it were 
up to sophomore Matt Confer.
“That music is so percussive and so about 
rhythms,” Confer said. “Hurdles involve staying 
in rhythm and making sure that you’re keeping 
yourself constant, so anything rhythmic like 
that is what goes through my head.”
Confer, the principal trombonist of Ithaca 
College’s Concert Band and bass trumpeter 
for the college’s Symphony Orchestra, is con-
stantly aware of rhythm and how it drives his 
performance. And as a hurdler on the men’s 
track and field team, Confer, a music edu-
cation major, is also aware of how both his 
passions intertwine.
Confer actually stumbled into both 
hurdles and the trombone more or less by 
accident. In fourth grade his teacher had 
him pick two instruments to try out, Confer 
picked the saxophone and the trumpet. 
“I couldn’t make a noise out of the saxo-
phone so my teacher had me try the trum-
pet,” Confer said. “I kind of got the sound 
out of that, so she said, ‘OK, try something a 
little bigger’ and had me try the trombone. It 
seemed to fit.’”
When Confer took up track in seventh 
grade, he was a long jumper and did not 
even compete in hurdles until his sopho-
more year at Webster Schroeder High 
School in Webster, N.Y. 
“My attitude 
going into the 
long jump was 
just, ‘Well, 
let’s see what 
h a p p e n s ,” 
Confer said. 
“And hurdles just looked like an interesting 
thing to do.”
Once he started hurdles however, he took 
to it, qualifying for the state meet as a senior. 
But Confer said it wasn’t his success on the 
track that determined the next step he’d take 
after his senior year.
In high school, Confer played for the 
Rochester Philharmonic Youth Orchestra. 
He said it had an enormous effect on him, 
especially during his first concert, when the 
orchestra performed the low, brass-heavy, 
Symphony No. 5 by Dmitri Shostakovich. 
“We had a very strong low brass section, 
and it was an extremely fun piece to play with 
a bunch of strong musicians,” Confer said. 
The experience of playing in the orches-
tra also allowed Confer to work through his 
nervousness. One time when the orches-
tra was playing Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov’s 
“Scheherazade,” Confer said, he was caught 
off guard by a solo part he had to play. 
“I got nervous and completely messed up 
the excerpt because it was an exposed part, 
and I wasn’t expecting it,” he said. “Once that 
initial time passed, I got more comfortable.”
Finding his comfort zone, Confer contin-
ued to pursue his career in music. 
“My experiences there just confirmed it,” 
he said. “It was the most fun I had being a 
musician, and it made me want to play in the 
orchestra at Ithaca.”
Harold Reynolds, professor of music per-
formance and Confer’s trombone teacher, said 
Confer, despite his multiple commitments, 
has established himself through his music. 
“Matt’s one of our best trombonists,” 
Reynolds said. “He’s a leader, which is pretty 
unusual for a sophomore.” 
As a member of the men’s track and field 
team, Confer kept up his commitment to 
hurdles, competing in every event and ty-
ing the South Hill 
squad’s indoor 
record in 
the 55-meter hurdles. Outdoors this past 
season, Confer garnered All-New York State 
Collegiate Track Conference recognition 
with a sixth-place finish in the 400-meter 
hurdles at the meet.
Up to the second he takes the blocks, 
Confer is focused on the hurdles in front of 
him. He brushes the hair out of his eyes as 
he bounces on his feet, as if developing his 
own internal rhythm. Once the gun sounds, 
Confer shoots over the first hurdle, his long 
frame giving him the appearance of gliding 
from hurdle to hurdle. And it’s this same fo-
cus that he carries over to his music.
During band practice, he’s visibly focused 
on his task — hands moving with careful pre-
cision, brow furrowed, his face concentrating 
entirely on the music. He is completely en-
grossed in the music, fingers sliding around 
his trombone, pulling it back and forth, stop-
ping only when the conductor signals.
It’s this dedication and focus that has 
earned Confer the respect of his teammates 
and Head Coach Jim Nichols.
Nichols said even when Confer’s duties 
as a music student overlap with those as an 
athlete, Confer remains committed to both. 
“Sometimes he’ll have to come to prac-
tice late or practice by himself,” Nichols said. 
“He does a good job of maintaining the focus 
necessary to do both track and music.”
Sophomore Jenny Grossman, who plays 
trombone alongside Confer in Trombone 
Troupe, which was formed during his 
freshman year because members shared a 
similar interest in billiards and music, said 
Confer isn’t all business.
“He’s a great musician who’s dedicated to 
what he’s doing and likes having fun doing it,” 
she said. “He always has good comments how 
to improve a piece, whether by dynamic con-
trast or balancing between players.”  
Confer said one aspect that underlines 
the connection between music and track is 
timing and rhythm. 
“It’s all about concentration,” he said. 
“You take a certain number of 
steps. You get into a 
motion and 
essentially the person who wins is the one 
who stays in motion.”
At the track team’s meet this past week-
end at Muhlenberg College in Allentown, Pa., 
Confer said he came off the line strong, but 
went a little too high on a hurdle toward the 
end, finishing third overall. Confer said, much 
like him missing a cue in music, certain per-
formances stick in his mind.
You always forget your best races,” he 
said. “You always forget them. But you nev-
er forget the ones you did terrible in.” 
Besides rhythm, Confer said, breath con-
trol is key in executing on the track and music. 
“My aerobic activity helps in that I can 
take fuller, bigger breaths and control my air 
support better,” Confer said. “I have much 
more control over how I breathe when I run 
and play trombone.”
 Though music is a large part of his life, 
Confer said he prefers not to listen to music 
before meets. 
“Being a music major, I am barraged by 
music and sounds constantly,” Confer said. 
“Before races, I try to get away from that and 
focus on the upcoming event.”
During his freshman year, Confer said 
he would sometimes bring his keyboard to 
practice in hotel rooms after away meets, 
and he and his teammates still joke about it.
Senior hurdler Kevin Hurley said Confer 
stands out among his peers on the track.
“We’re all impressed that he can be in-
volved in so many things and have so many 
musical interests,” Hurley said.
On those rare occasions where Confer 
has enough time to get away from track 
and music, he said he likes to visit the 
gorges and spend time outdoors, running 
and camping. 
Confer said he gets different things out 
of his two passions, and taking time away 
from each to commit to something else 
helps him remain focused overall.
“The reason I stay involved in track is 
to separate myself from the music world,” 
he said. “It is my one outlet from music. 
Every once in a while, it is nice to step 
away and regain my focus by working on 
something else.” 
Sophomore Matt Confer clears a hurdle Sunday at Butterfield Stadium.
MiChelle BoulÉ/The iThaCan
Sophomore Matt Confer started playing the trombone when he was 4 years old.
MiChelle BoulÉ/The iThaCan





Casey Musarra is a senior 
televison-radio major. Contact her 
at cmusarr1@ithaca.edu.
If I haven’t made myself clear, I love baseball. When I was a kid playing for the Braves 
in my hometown’s Little League, 
each night before my games I’d 
lay out my entire uniform from 
head to toe on my bed. This 
was when my dream of being 
the first woman to play in the 
majors began.
Now, 12-plus years later, I’ve 
finally come to terms with the 
fact that I’ll never be the start-
ing catcher for the New York 
Yankees. But each year, as base-
ball season begins, I still revel in 
the sight and smell of freshly cut 
grass and the piercing whiteness 
of every base stamped with the 
Opening Day logo. Every year, 
I’m a little kid again — just like 
the pros. 
Joe DiMaggio once said, 
“You always get a special kick 
on opening day, no matter how 
many you go through. You look 
forward to it like a birthday 
party when you’re a kid. You 
think something wonderful is 
going to happen.”
And something wonderful 
always does happen. So, I raise  
a glass to Opening Weekend 
with a look back at the top three 
most memorable moments of 
this year’s beginning.
3. Mark Teixeira kissed his 
notorious slow starts good-
bye. In his first three games, he 
rocketed three home runs, and 
he’s tied for first in the American 
League with 10 RBIs. Last year 
in the month of April alone, he 
managed to hit only two home 
runs and drove in nine. This is 
the type of production the Yanks 
need from their No. 3 hitter 
early on.
2. Triple plays are a rarity in 
baseball, but we’ve already seen 
our first of the season. In their 
7–1 win over the White Sox, the 
Indians managed to record three 
outs in one play. Cleveland’s young 
stud catcher Carlos Santana set up 
the play in his first MLB start at 
first base as he laid out to snag an 
Alexei Ramirez bunt and caught 
both base runners out to dry.
1. The Opening Day battle 
between the Reds and Brewers 
was full of excitement. While 
the Brew Crew got off to a quick 
start with historic back-to-back 
home runs to start the game — 
the first time that’s been done 
in 42 years — they ultimately 
fell to the Reds 7–6. Brewers’ 
closer John Axford blew his first 
save opportunity after letting in 
four runs in the ninth, including 
a three-run walk-off homer by 
Ramon Hernandez.
Let’s hope the season 
openers’ excitement can carry 
through to October — espe-
cially if we’re out of a football 
season. Otherwise, they’re going 
to have to add another round or 




By harlan green-tauB 
staff writer
When people talk about how important ex-
perience is in terms of athletics, there are few 
positions where it proves as valuable as it does 
for pitchers. 
No other game changes so much from play 
to play than baseball. With every ball, strike or 
base runner, a pitcher must adjust his game plan 
in order to adapt to the new situation. The more 
situations a pitcher goes through, the more pre-
pared he is to go through 
them again. 
Experience has been 
one of the keys for senior 
Dan Lynch, who leads 
the team with 25 innings 
pitched, 15 strikeouts, an 
opponents’ batting average of .207 and a 3.24 
ERA. Lynch, who threw five innings and gave up 
only two earned runs in a doubleheader against 
Rochester Institute of Technology on Sunday, 
helped the Bombers to a 6–4 victory. 
Lynch said in the early innings of the game, 
RIT was making contact, and Head Coach 
George Valesente changed his approach.  
“Early in the game, they were focusing on just 
making contact on my off-speed pitches and not 
trying to do too much,” Lynch said. “They we’re 
doing a pretty good job, so coach told me to start 
throwing more fastballs inside. I felt confident 
enough that I could switch up my game plan.” 
After giving up one run in each of the first 
three innings, Lynch held the Tigers scoreless 
in the fourth and fifth, giving the Blue and 
Gold a chance to come back and eventually win 
the game. 
Senior and pitcher Andrew Wall, who has 
struck out 13 batters and given up only 15 hits, 
said despite some early season struggles, he 
knows from experience he can turn it around. 
“I’ve struggled this season getting my break-
ing pitches over the plate, and that in turn leads 
to hitters sitting on my fastball,” Wall said. “It’s 
frustrating because you know that you have the 
physical tools to compete at this level, but so 
much of pitching is mental.”
Wall said he has worked hard with Valesente 
— who also serves as the team’s pitching coach — 
to try and remedy the problem. 
“In bullpen sessions I’ve really been work-
ing hard to keep my elbow up because it’s been 
dipping more this season and causing the ball to 
flatten out,” Wall said.  
Wall also said the Blue and Gold must get 
stronger mentally. 
“Physically, we know we can go out and com-
pete,” he said. “It’s just having the confidence to 
trust our abilities that has been the problem.” 
Junior Ian Rebhan, who played on the junior 
varsity team last season, has taken the biggest 
step forward of any Bombers’ pitcher. Rebhan, 
who has a 3.60 ERA, currently has a 7 2/3s in-
ning scoreless streak and has become one of the 
Bombers’ go-to pitchers out of the pen. 
Rebhan, Wall’s roommate, said he has taken 
away almost as much living with his teammate as 
he has on the field. 
“Just being around some of the older guys, 
talking with them about pitching and how they 
approach different situations throughout a game 
has been crucial,” Rebhan said.
Senior pitcher Dan Lynch throws a pitch Sunday in the Bombers’ 6–4 win against Rochester Institute 
of Technology. The Blue and Gold are 7–7 overall and 1–1 in the Empire 8 conference this season.
RachEL oRLow/ThE IThacan
Senior pitchers lead with experience
By kevin MCCall 
assistant sports editor
The responsibilities of a catcher 
on the softball field are endless. 
Between fielding every pitch 
thrown in the game, keeping the op-
posing team’s base runners in check 
and covering the entire backstop, a 
catcher must have a combination of 
cat-like reflexes and the awareness 
of a predator stalking its prey.
For the catchers on the softball 
team, the early part of the season has 
been especially taxing. 
Sophomore Lindsey Johnson 
caught in all four games this past 
weekend against Stevens Institute 
of Technology and the University 
of Rochester. 
Johnson said she knew being 
behind the plate for all four games, 
one of which ended up lasting eight 
innings, would be tough, but as 
long as she was able to balance all 
of her duties, she would have the 
stamina to play effectively behind 
the plate.  
“It was just a matter of going out 
there and doing what I had to do 
to help the team,” Johnson said. “I 
knew if I just played a fundamentally 
sound game all around, I could hold 
up physically.”
There are three catchers on the 
South Hill squad who are rehabbing 
injuries. Junior catcher Erinn Jacobi 
has yet to start a game because of 
a bad throwing elbow, freshman 
catcher and third baseman Sydney 
Folk is battling a leg injury and senior 
catcher Kerry Barger is recovering 
from a knee injury.  
Head Coach Deb Pallozzi said 
she would have liked to give Johnson 
a rest from her catching duties  for 
at least one of the weekend’s games. 
She said Johnson had the stamina to 
go behind the plate for both double-
headers because she worked hard 
during the summer to improve her 
recovery of passed balls.
She said she plans to go with 
Johnson for most of the season with 
freshman catcher Jamie Nash acting 
as the second string.
Folk said playing catcher is one 
of the more prominent leadership 
roles for the Blue and Gold and calls 
for the most well-rounded players.
“As a catcher you’re the general 
of the field,” she said. “You have to 
be in sync with the pitchers and be 
able to see everything that happens 
around the infield and react to it 
very quickly.”
Pallozzi said it was likely that 
Barger’s knee injury would prevent 
her from playing catcher the entire 
season, but she would still work her 
in the lineup as a designated player 
or pinch hitter. 
“She has a good idea of what to 
do both at and behind the plate, so 
not having her in the lineup hurts 
us,” she said. “We need to at least 
find a spot for the biggest bats in our 
lineup, and she’s one of them.”
Barger is currently second on 
the team with a .429 batting aver-
age and leads the South Hill squad 
in doubles with five.
Pallozzi said despite the team’s 
two-week layoff, the catchers could 
never truly get a feel for the pace of 
the game or improve their vision. 
But with the schedule picking up 
and early injuries, Johnson and Nash 
could get into a rhythm.
“We need to get them into more 
of a routine so they know exactly 
what the position demands of them 
day in and day out, ” she said.
Blue and Gold benefit from depth behind dish
Sophomore Lindsey Johnson lines up a throw to second base Sunday during 
the Bombers’ 1–0 loss to the University of Rochester at Kostrinsky Field. 
JaKE LIFSchULTz/ThE IThacan
sTaT check
the Blue and gold 
had 10 strikeouts 
and seven walks 
in two games this 
past weekend. 
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by Matt Kelly 
staff writer
When asked to describe what a 
crew boat looks like, a casual observer 
would picture a long, streamlined 
boat filled with eight rowers moving 
in an identical rhythm. 
However, the varsity members 
of the men’s crew have been getting 
additional rowing experience this 
season by practicing with the less-
known four-man boat. 
The four-man boat, often called 
“the four” or “4+,” differs from the 
eight-man boat in more than just 
its number of rowers. The four is 
a much lighter boat, which Head 
Coach Dan Robinson said creates a 
unique set of challenges.
“The smaller the boat, the trickier 
it is to row because the boat is more 
tippy, and you get more feedback,” 
Robinson said.
Sophomore rower Mike Myhre 
said the Bombers’ overall lack of 
size on the varsity squad makes 
an already unstable boat harder to 
control. He said the four-man boats 
are designed for rowers heavier 
than those on the team. 
“Part of the problem is that we 
don’t have a lot of big guys,” Myhre 
said. “So what happens is that it sits 
higher on the water, and then it tips 
back and forth more because it’s not 
as much in the water.”
As is customary with most 
squads, the Bombers split their first 
varsity 8 boat into two crews of four 
rowers for the smaller boats. 
Robinson said the Bombers 
have practiced the 4 boat a few 
times a month throughout his 
tenure, treating it as an oppor-
tunity to get in an extra workout 
here and there during preseason 
training. He said the four-man 
boats are generally for teams with 
smaller rosters.
At the first regatta of the season 
Saturday however, the South Hill 
squad entered two four-man boats 
in a regatta at the request of the 
University of Rochester, who fields 
a smaller team. 
Speaking in large part to their 
versatility, the Blue and Gold’s boats 
finished first and third in the regatta. 
Robinson said the team will not 
make a decision on whether to com-
pete again in the 4 until they see how 
their opponents’ rosters stack up. The 
team still plans on practicing in both 
kinds of boats, however.
Despite the fact that there are 
half the number of rowers in the 
boat, the stroke for the four-man 
boat is the same as the eight-man 
boat and uses the same muscle 
groups of lats, biceps, triceps, ham-
strings and calves. 
The eight-man regatta distance of 
2 kilometers also remains the same 
in four-man boat races.
Another noticeable difference 
between the eight-man boat and the 
four-man boat is the placement of 
the coxswain. 
The coxswain is essentially the 
commander of a crew in that he or 
she steers the boat, makes tactical 
decisions, gives both motivation and 
pointers to the rowers, and directs 
the crew in loading and putting away 
the boat. 
Sophomore Sara McComish said 
the coxswain’s perspective on the 4 is 
completely different than on the 8 be-
cause on the 8, the coxswain is seated 
in the boat’s stern rather than the bow. 
“As a coxswain [on the 4] I can’t 
see the rower’s oars,” she said. “So I’m 
looking straight out on the water and 
steering that way instead of being able 
to see what the rowers are doing.” 
She said she can see the continuity 
and fluid motion of each rower while 
on the eight-man boat, which helps 
build team chemistry.
“If I’m on the 8, I can look out 
from the back and see all the dif-
ferent lanes and when the oars are 
hitting the water at the same time,” 
she said. 
Myhre said the stroke for the 
four-man requires more accuracy 
since there are fewer teammates 
to mask mistakes. 
“Instead of [the coxswain] being 
able to see you, they have to feel it, 
and it makes it harder for you as a 
rower to figure out what you’re doing 
wrong,” he said.
From left, junior Zach Doell, sophomore Mike Myhre, sophomore James Munro and senior Walker Robinson row in 
a four-man boat in Saturday’s regattas on Cayuga Inlet. Ithaca competed in two four-man boat regattas.
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Size doesn’t matter
Bombers use four-man boats
as extra training opportunity
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Look online 
for game stories 
from these sports: 
TODAY
• 4 p.m. Men’s tennis vs. Rochester Institute of Technology  
at the Ithaca College Tennis Courts
TOMORROW
• 10 a.m./2 p.m. Women’s track and field at Coach P. Open  
at Moravian College in Bethlehem, Pa.
SATURDAY
• 10 a.m./2 p.m. Men’s and women’s track and field  
at Coach P. Open at Moravian College in Bethlehem, Pa.
• Noon. Men’s lacrosse at Rochester Institute of Technology
• Noon. Women’s lacrosse at Stevens Institute of Technology
• Noon. Men’s tennis at Alfred University
• 1 p.m. Softball at Alfred University
• 1 p.m. Baseball vs. Stevens Institute of Technology at Freeman Field
• TBA. Men’s and women’s crew vs. St. Lawrence University and 
Skidmore University on Cayuga Inlet
SUNDAY
• 10:30 a.m. Women’s crew vs. William Smith College  on Cayuga Inlet
• 1 p.m. Women’s lacrosse at Hartwick College
• 1 p.m. Softball at Rochester Institute of Technology
• 1 p.m. Baseball vs. Stevens Institute of Technology at Freeman Field
• TBA. Men’s crew at Binghamton University
TUESDAY
• 4 p.m. Baseball vs. Cazenovia College at Freeman Field
WEDNESDAY
• 3 p.m. Softball vs. SUNY-Oneonta at Kostrinsky Field
• 4 p.m. Men’s lacrosse at Utica College
• 4 p.m. Women’s lacrosse vs. Hamilton College at Higgins Stadium
Bold = Home game
by rebecca alpert 
contributing writer
While some athletes jump-started their 
sports careers when they were young, the 
freshmen rowers on the women’s crew team 
this season are getting their feet wet for the 
first time.
With 20 freshmen on this year’s crew, the 
Blue and Gold have the task of getting the new-
comers, who often come in with little to no 
previous experience, acclimated with the sport 
as they begin their collegiate careers.
Freshman coxswain Lindsey Miller, who 
came into college without any previous rowing 
experience, said her interest in the sport began 
at orientation.
“I wanted to get involved in something, but I 
wasn’t exactly sure what it was,” Miller said. “At 
orientation, I saw the crew sign-up table. It just 
looked so cool, but I was worried that I have no 
strength and because I haven’t done sports.”
Miller said learning to row didn’t come 
without its challenges. 
“I need to be aware of everything else 
around me — other boats, the course, things 
in the water, etc.,” she said. “All while moti-
vating my girls and making calls. I do not do 
the physical aspect of this sport but its just as 
challenging for me mentally.”
Miller said coxswains are responsible for 
coordinating the rhythm between rowers and 
acting as an in-boat coach during races.
For those who are experiencing crew for 
the first time, they can learn the sport through 
the team’s learn-to-row program.
The program is structured around learning 
the basics and establishing technique, which 
starts with the stroke. 
The stroke is made up of the catch, drive, 
finish and recovery. The catch is where the 
blade is dropped into the water with control 
and precision. For the drive, the blade goes 
through the water, and there needs to be full 
pressure and power in order to propel the 
boat. The finish is where the oar is pulled out 
of the water and transitions into the recov-
ery, where the rower will extend both arms 
forward in preparation for the next stroke. 
Freshman rowers first learn the stroke on 
an erg rowing machine, which targets differ-
ent muscle groups and measures an athlete’s’ 
stroke. Then the rowers go to the Cornell Uni-
versity rowing tanks to learn how to row in a 
stationary boat before ever getting on the water.
The tanks at Cornell are designed to recre-
ate the rowing experience, Miller said. 
“It’s like a boat, but it’s cement with water 
simulating it,” Miller said.
Senior captain Jiné Andreozzi, who rowed 
in high school, said one hurdle the newcom-
ers face is developing solid chemistry and 
synchronization in their boat.
“A lot of times new rowers make mis-
takes with the recovery timing which leads to 
[rushing] in the boat,” Andreozzi said 
Miller said the experienced rowers have a 
significant impact on newcomers. 
“I’ve become close with senior coxswain 
Chrissie [Delvalle],” Miller said. “She always 
gives me pointers on how to encourage my 
rowers and become closer to them.”  
Delvalle said she helps the freshmen by 
meeting with them and making herself avail-
able if they need anything. 
“I try to give them as many tips as I can and 
make sure they understand the basics of how 
the boathouse runs,” Delvalle said.
Freshman Caroline Dykstra said the learn-
ing curve of crew differs from other sports. 
“The fact that you can join without having 
any experience says a lot,“ Dykstra said. “You 
can pick it up, and it is easy to learn the basics. 
It takes time to get really good at it, though.”  
From day one, the upperclassmen try to in-
still the value of not giving up when the timing 
is off between new rowers.
“We try to set the example for the training,” 
Andreozzi said. “The first day that the novices 
practice, we show them the route to run down 
to the boathouse and help them out in the 
weight room.”
Another challenge is the practice schedule. 
Dykstra said some days training can run from 
3:30 to 7 p.m., and time management is key.
“I played sports in high school,” Dykstra 
said. “It’s nothing compared to how much of 
a time commitment it is here.”
Throughout the fall, the newcomers learn 
how to row, but then during the spring they 
spend the time perfecting their technique. 
Andreozzi said she makes it a point to try 
to talk to the freshmen about the different 
parts of the season.  
“The spring racing season is something I 
talk to the freshmen about a lot because it’s a 
total different experience, and it’s a lot of fun,” 
Andreozzi said. “I just tell them to have a lot of 
fun and to stick it out.”
For spring break, the women’s and men’s 
crews go to Georgia for spring training. Miller 
said the team bonding was vital in identifying 
where the freshmen fit on the team. 
“There was less of a separation of varsity 
and novice,” she said. “The novice ended up 
actually feeling like we earned our spot and 
could feel camaraderie with them.” 
Freshmen develop proper stroke and technique
eight freshmen on the women’s crew pull together during practice March 28 at cayuga inlet. 
the south hill squad hosts its second regatta of the season saturday at cayuga inlet.
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Striking back
From left, junior Long Zhao tries to block a spike from sophomore Caitlin Stetter as sophomore referee Bobby Savino 
watches from the sidelines during a four-on-four volleyball tournament game Tuesday in Ben Light Gymnasium. 
Graham heBeL/The iThaCan 
by the numbers 20
The number of freshman 
rowers on the women’s 
crew this season.  
See story on page 26.72
It’s pretty 
crazy. I don’t 
think it’s sunk 




how rare it is.
University of Virginia 
pitcher Will Roberts 
after his perfect 
game against George 
Washington University 
on March 29. It was 
the first perfect game 




Many professional sports teams immortalize their 
great players, coaches and executives by retiring their 
numbers, or better yet, erecting statues of them. But 
the Fulham Football Club of the English Premier League 
turned heads Sunday when it unveiled a statue of 
Michael Jackson outside its home stadium of Craven 
Cottage. Fulham owner Al Fayed, a friend of Jackson’s, 
danced with children as the statue 
was unveiled before the team’s 
match against Black-
pool FC. It depicts the 
King of Pop in 1980s 
attire and includes 
his infamous bejew-
eled glove on his right 
hand. He stands on a 
two-and-a-half ton granite 
base with the lyrics to “Man 
in the Mirror” inscribed on it. 
Fayed had originally commis-
sioned the statue to be erected 
outside of Harrod’s department 
store following Jackson’s death 
in 2009, but the location had 
to be changed once he sold the 
business late last year. Jack-
son attended a Fulham game 
in 1999.
---- Kevin McCall
Weird news from the wide world of sports
the foul line
iwherw we standd 
—The club is open to all Ithaca Col- lege 
students.
—The top five men and women finishers in the team’s 
time trials make the varsity team and the rest of the 
skiers join junior varsity.
—“Ski Week” is the last week of winter break. The ski 
racing team, ski club and snowboard club spend all 
week on the mountain and have team get-togethers.
Taking a look at Ithaca’s competitive club sports
This week’s club: Ski Racing
  






Branco had her first career 
home run, a two-run shot, in 
the third inning of Sunday’s 
5–4 win over the University of 
Rochester at Kostrinsky Field. 
She leads the Blue and Gold 
with a .500 batting average 
and is tied for the team lead in 
total bases with 19.  
The number of appearances 
the senior pitchers on the 
baseball team have made 
during their Bomber careers.




Locastro has started at 
shortstop in all 14 games 
for the South Hill squad this 
season. He leads the team 
in plate appearances with 60 
and has a batting average of 
.250. He has 19 putouts and 
a team-leading 44 assists for 




The junior attack had 11 
goals combined in the week-
end’s games at Rochester 
Institute of Technology and 
St. John Fisher College, earn-
ing her the Empire 8 Player of 
the Week award. Borisenok’s 
18 points are tied for most 
on the team through the first 
six games of the season.    
1. St. John Fisher College                       
2. Ithaca College                                     
3. Rochester Institute of Technology     
4. Stevens Institute of Technology            
5. Utica College                                      
1. Ithaca College                                   
2. St. John Fisher College                     
3. Alfred University                                
4. Utica College                                     







*Collegiate Rowing Coaches Association 
**Empire 8 rankings
Points
                                                                    W       L      Win %
                                                                   W       L      Win %
1. Williams College (Mass.)            
2. Ithaca College                                      
3. Bates College (Maine)                          
4. Wellesley College (Mass.)           
5. Trinity College (Conn.)                           
                       200
                       185
                       183
                       160 
                       156
      12      5      .706
        7       7      .500
           7       9      .438
        4      14     .222 
         1      12     .077
       10      4       .714
    12      4       .750
      7       2       .778
      7       7       .500 
           7       6       .538
photo finish
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Clearing the air
From left, senior Ryan Lowe goes airborne to make a pass as Union College senior Sam Kenyon defends him Saturday in the Bombers’ 11–7 loss against Union at Higgins Stadium. The 
Blue and Gold were outshot 42–32 and tallied 11 ground balls to Union’s 24. The South HIll squad continues its season Saturday against Rochester Institute of Technology in Rochester, N.Y.
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